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IN WHICH 


Gere is a full demonſtration of the feuitleſtnes and impiety of the Ser= 
 wvice-booke ywith the hurt and miſcheif that hath done, and dayly doth 
through the Ki , to the infintt dirhonor of 'God and the King , and 
endangering of thisfloriching KINGDOME and STATE. | 


ALSO 


* /Certaine ſufficient reaſons to prove the unprofitablenes and need» 
leſhes both of the ſtudy and citation of Fathers in Theolo- 
gicall writings, and the reaſon of the corruption 
of the youth and Scholars in both 


NIVERSITIES. 
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The third part of the Letany, 


O 


JOHN 


JAofF excellent Sir, 


> Ort many dayes paſt , I gaue a full anſwer 
4 vnto all the exceptions, that were then 
made againſt my Lerany , by learned and 
judicious men.. Since which time , ſome 
others , out of their tender loue to mee, (as I con- 
ive) and who deſire 1 may doe nothing prejudi- 
call ro my ſelte,haue made other exceptions againſt 
it: and thinke it will not be well taken, that I 
ſeeme to vilify the ornaments and ceremonies of 
the Church ; calling them warne and idle, alſo that 1 
terme the prayers and diſcipline of the ſame deurſed 
Serwice,withall,ſpeake ſo poorely & contemptuouſly 
of the clergy » calling them Traits SECVNDVM 
ORDINEM DIABOLI, accuſing them of many 
vices and palpable ignorance, which from them will 
procure an immortall hatred to mee, if not an heauy 
cenſure from authority. And to conclude, they ſup- 
ſe that my Lerany is very deficient , in that I haue 
,o authority , for what 1 ſay » out of the ancient Fa- 
thers, whoſe teſtimony all ſexrned men adorne their 
writings withall : and' who haue been venerable, 
theſe many ages in all the Chriſtian world : And 
theſe are now all the exceptions , that remaine to he 
anſwered vnto. In replication to all which, howſoe- 
yer Twas imployed at this time, about more waigh- 
matters, and them that concerned the whole 
Shurch and State, yet'1 hane ſpent 4 few hour2s 
being willing to gratifie your detire and expeQtation 
in any thing: in whieh 7 hope I hall mew ynto all 
men juſt reaſons and gr anne of my ſo ſpealcing, 
both of the Ceremonies, ſervice and Preiſts , which 
alſo perſrade my ſelf 1 hall doe without offence 
authority, or ahy judicious man, & in the ſequel! 
of my diſcourſe, 1 will giue you reaſons,why 1 cited 
not the Fathers in my Letany,and whatſocuer 1 ſhall 
here ſet doryne or ſoy 2 it 35 not with any contenipt 
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Doctor of Philick. 


to authority, but onely to ſpeake the truth 4+ it is - 
which 1 doe fo much the more treely and willino!y 
in Gods matters, thea in mans. Wt 
For had the things,1I now treat about, been mcere 

ly civil}, and belonging onely to ſecular aflaires, 1 
could/ then haue excuſed my ſelf, that they wore 
matters of State, and therefore belonged vnto the 
higher powers,to looke into and to medle with. But 
they being ſuch things as concerne the glory and 
honour ot God, and the eternall good of vs all: and 
to ſpeak the truth, the good of the King and his po- 
ſterity and the whole kingdome , 1 conceiue theſe 
affaires may be ſpoken of with the good liking of 
the King , Church and common-wealth : thouzlr 
perhaps , it may diſpleaſe the PREISTS and PRE- 
LATS and that fraternity,which indeed are but the 
very POVLECATS , STOTES, WEASELS,, & 
MINIVERS, in the warren of Church and State : 
and thoſe that ſtench them both , as I fall in my 
Anatomy of the Prelats make more fully appeare. 
But in the meane time, to come to my anſwer , why 
I call the corcmonte: y ornameiits and ſeriunnt of the 


Church, vane » td/e and deviſed : tor all this , 1 hauc * 


warrant out of the Serwce booke it felt, fo that if I 


hauec erred that hath led mce into it. For 1n the rea- - 


ſons immediatly giuen atter the Act for vnitormi- 
tv, why ſome ceremonies weic aboliſhed , ſome re- 
tained, you ſhall find theſe very words. 

And befides thu, Chriſts Goſpelt ts not a ce emoniall I aw, 
(as much of Moſes Lay was) but it uAareligion to ſerus 


God : not in bondaze of the fiours and $had»wy , but inthe 
freedome of the ſpirit, bein? CONn!rent on-ly T1tl; tho FOTO « 


nies Wwhici) do ſerue to a decent order , and godly diſcrpline, 
and ſuch as be apt to ſtirre t/) the dull mind of manto the 
remembrance of hu duty to God by ſome notable and ſ1ecrall 
finmfication whereby they may be edified &c. and in the 
A it ſelf for cotormity you ſhall find theſe words, 
Provided allyaycs, (7 be ut inated , that ſuch ornaments of 
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the Church,and of the Moniiters, chall be retained and be in Chutch from ceremonies as they confeſſe , they 
| by the autority of Par- will bring 


v/e, 44 $44 in the Church of 


the Church into-bondage againe. Yet ſich 


lament in the ſrcond years of the raigne of Kyng Edward is the liberty that the Prefats take , that they aging 


the ſixth Forge other pig tov be raken by autority of (= 
ueenes Maj eſtie with the adwiſe of her Commuſſioners &c. 
_y_ that the Fr es/opaoh by rurkwy adviſe 
of the ſaid Commu 1 or an ordaine ſuch far- 
ther cerenyonies or rites as may be mott fit for the advance- 
ment of Gods glory and edifying of hu Charch Ge. 
Againe, in the commination againſt ſinners, thus 
ſaith the common prayer and ſervice booke. 
Brethren,in the Primitive Church, there was a god!y d:ſ- 
cipline , that at the beginning of Lent , ſuch perſons as were 
notorious Sinners, were put to open penance, and puntthed 1n 
thu world , that their Souler may be ſaved 1n the day of the 
Lord : and that others admonthed by their example , might 
be the more afraid to offend. | 
In flead whererf,, vntill the ſayd diſcipline may be reſtored 
&gaine (which thing is much to be wwhed) it u thought good, 
that at this time (11 your preſence) 1thould be read the grne- 
rall Sentences of Gods curfing againſt 1mpemtent Siners 
gathered out of the 27 of Deuteron1my and other places of 
Ocripture : and that you thould anſwer to enery ſentence, 
Amen, Oc. , 


Now ſxeet Sir, not to ſpeake at this houre of all 
the crrors of the Service booke ſeverally , nor of the 


| abuſes and prophanations of holy Scripture 4n that, 


which deſerue a volume by it ſelf , and which 1 hall 
be ready to doe,by writing, when aatority that hath 
eſtabliſhed it, ſhall command ir. But at this time, to 
come to the thing in hand , for which you thinke 
they will be offocted, viz : that 1 call them 11asne and 
dle ceremonies and deviſed ſervice , and the cattle that 
are employed about them , PREISTS SECVN- 
DVM ORDINEM DIABOLI, and IGNORANT 
and VNWORTHY FELLOWES. To all theſe 1 
Will at this inſtant anſver breifly and in order , and 
ont of the places formerly quored, prove what 1 ſay 
without much. adoe , bad withall hewe nor onely 
the vanity and impiety of them all , but the little 
need the Church of God hath of them and ſuch 
trash, by all which you will quickly perceiue,that in 
—_ ſo ofthema in my Lerany , 1 had good rea- 
On. 

Aud to begin, take notice what the Prelats (ay in 
their reafous for the retaining of ſome ceremones, 
That CHRISTS GOSPELL « na? 4 CEREMO- 
NIALL LAW (5 much of Moſer Law was) but a re- 
ligien to ſerue God , not tn bondage of the figure and tha- 
daw , but inthe freedeme of the Spirit. theſe are their 
words, and in ſo ſpeaking, they ſpeake moit truely : 
for all ceremonies of Gods owne appointing vere aboltthed 
a w*e may ſee in the fifteenth of the Atts, & the Church 
was not any longer by ſpeciall command to be bur- 
dened with ceremonies and rites, as the doQtrine of 
the Apoſtles teacheth. And to ſpeake the truth it 1s 
a notable impiety in the Prelats , and more then au- 
dacious iwpudeancy » that iyhen Gog hath freed the 


all Apoſtohcall example and precept , have conſtitu- 
red certaine ceremonies in the church , and ſuch as 
they ſay » are apt to ſtirre vp the dull mind of man , to the 
remembrance of tu duty, by ſome not able and ſperrad figs 


fication whereby they may be edifyed. 


It ſeemes , the Prelats , who ought to be apt to 
teach themſelues , giving over teaching and loſing 
that aptiture , af teaching and fticring vp the du;l 
minds of men to the remembrance of their duty, 
haue reſigned that office to the ceremonies, who 
their notable and ſpecial! fignification they ſay can 
edify , which if itbe true, is more then many of 
them hane done theſe many yeares. Indeed ceremo. 
nies - with the Prelats are laymens books, and little 
becter then the idols amongſ the Papiſts : which 
they ſer vp for the ſame purpoſe. 

But it this be not temerarious boldnes ind « 
ns bang, in the prelats 1 know not what is; 
that they dare vſurpe Gods owne ofhce , and bring 
in reaching ceremonies, and ſuch as are of a ſacr:- 
mental! nature aud ſignification ; and eſpecially 
when the Lord himſelf hath freed the Church 
from them, and hath ſayd in the2 of the Colollians 
ver: 20, whereforexf you be dead with Chriſt, from the 
rudiments of the $orld , why as theugh ling in toe world, 
are yee ſuvielt ra ordrnances , what lay, is it, to 
rebell againſt diuine Majeftie » if this be not; God 
caſt out all ceremonies as hauing no need of them 
in his ſexuice, and they will bring-in ceremonies 
againe and burden the church with theimn , and 
thinke nothing well done without them , and this 
contrary vato- the expreſie command of God , and 
that vpon their owne autority as the words ot the 
{tatuts run, Where it is ſayd , Prowded and 1naited 
that ſucl ornaments of the Church , and of the Miniſters 
hall be retayned and be in vie as were in the Chuch of 
England by the autority of. Parlament in the ſecond of 
King Edwad &e, H ſce human autority only 
tor the 1ctayning and ihing ill of ſuch cere- 
monyes as were broughtin by Aotichriſt into the 
Church z vntill order thal be taken by autority of 
the Queeues Majeſtic and aduiſe of her Commil- 
110ne15,and that her Majeſtie may by the like aduice 
of rhe ſayd Commiſlioners, (that is the prelats ) or- 
daine turther ceremonies or abrogate them. 

Here is nothing but haman autority for the con- 
ſtiturign or nullitying of ceremonies. For if ty 
wore Gods ceremonees it vere not 1 the power of any mortall 
man to abrogate them , and the legall ceremonyes 
were in torce, till the Lord himſelf , in the 
Councell of the Apoſtles and Elders , the holy 
Ghoſt atliſting them Acts t5. Abrogated them : $0 
that if God himſelte had not remoued them , n0 
man might haue perſumed to haue done it, Now 
then when God of his infiait goodnes hath taken 
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that YOAKE which be fayd neither wee nor 
forefathers coult beare ; it ſeemes wonderfull 
ſumption to mee, in the Prelats, that they 


the Goſpell , which notwithſtanding they confeile 


o her no ceremoniall law , but will of cheir owne 


$ and wilfull raſhnes, burden the Church with 

ificant and teaching ceremonies , and puniſh 
the meaucſt negleR of then , with greater penalty 
and ſecuerity then the brcach of all Gods com- 
mandements , much like vnto the ſcribes and 
Thariſes, that make the commandements of God of 
no effelt by therr traditions : that is their idle and im- 


. pious ceremonyes by all which they ſeruc God in 


vaine. Matth. 1s. Mark 7. my 23. 
One , would haue thonghr that the example of 
John Baptiſt , might ſomething hauc deterred 
them from ſuch fopperyes of ornaments and SYR- 
TLICES , COFES and ROTCHETS &c. and 
that they Mould haue rather imitated him and the 
A les, then Antichriſt and his rabble, eſpecially 
when they pretend.they are the Apoſtles ſucceſlors. 
Now the cftice of lohn Baptiſt and the Apoſtles, 
are ſet downe with their very ornaments, and how 
they performed their Miniſtrey. And to begin 
with Iohn Baptiſt. In the third of Matthew it 
is ſayd of him , that he $45 4 preacher 11 the wilderneſſe, 
not of ceremonyes but of faith and repentance » and 
thet ts voice $as criyng there, prepare the yay of the Lord 
and make his pathes trraaght. And for his rayment 
it was of Camels hairc , and a leatherne girdle about 
his loynes, very meane, as his diet alſo was » and 
et this was the preateſt prophet that euer was 
orneof women ; and this was his ordinary clo- 
thing, and in the very fame habit he both prea- 
ched and baptiſed & did all the offices of his Mini- 
ſtry , and was ſufficiently knowne and diſtinguiſhed 
by that habit and miniſtry from all other men, as 
well as any bihopps by their KROTCHETS and 
FOVRE-<QVARE COWTYRDS vpon their heads 
from ordinary Preiſts & was by his preaching 
knou ne to all leruſalen d all Iudea , and all the 
region round about Iordan, and this was his way 
to be knowne, and they all came out to heace him 
and were baptiſed of him. 

What Malt we ſiy new to this buſineſie? Here wee 
ſee the ſimplicity of Iohn Baptiſt, he prexcheth 
and bapeiſerh in his ordinary habit ; but to doe fo 
now were an haincus offence and would coſt him 
his living for it. But let vs yet looke a little farther, 
and you hall e all Ierufalem and all Indca and all 
the regio round abuut Iordan running aiter ſermons 
and leaving their owne pariſhes yea Ilerufalem it 
ſelf, where they fat in Miles chaice and were to be 
heard, asin all the yYNnagogiics ; and they got the 
Kingdeme of heauen by violence, which is lett 
vpon diuine record for their eternall honour and 
for our imitation , that yee ſhould take all oppor- 


ill not content themſelues with the ſimplicity of 
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tunityes of building vp our ſelues in our moſt holy 
faith and fo.low the example of our gloricus fore- 
fathers and nn Chriſtians ; and it is ſayd here 
they went flocking to ſermons and that many a 
nule , and they were fo far from being called in 
- mg for it , or puniſhed for this endeauour , 
that it pleaſeth the holy ghoſt for their eternall 
praiſe to ſet it downe in ſacred writ, to the immor- 
tall ſhame of many Chriſtians in our age, that will 
not goe ouer the threſhold to heare a Sermon prea- 
ched by a deligent paynfull and Jaborious cryer; 
AND TO THE PERPETVALL IGNOMINY OF 
OVR FRELATS WHO PVNISH THE TOORE 
PEOPLE WITH VTTER VNDOING, IF THEY 
BVT GOE INTO AN OTHER PARISH TO 
HEARE THE WORD , when they are (titued ar 
home tor want of the food of their ſoules. Much 
diftterent therefore are our Prelats in ſimplicity 
and all things from ſaint lohn Baptiſt: who indeed 
are worſe then the SCRIPES, PHARISES, AND 
HIGH PTREISTS, that puniſhed them not for going 
to heare ſermons in other pariſhes, 

Now let vs fee the ſimplicity of the Apoſtles 
preaching and adminitring the Sacraments : and 
tor that lvoke into the 9, of Luke, there the A- 
poſtles were ſent out , to preach the Kingdome 
ot God, to heale the ſick, &c, that was their cf- 
hice : and for their accoutrements and pronifſio:n 
for their iourney , ſee the ſimplicity they went in, 
about this great worke, they were to be follici- 
rous for nothing , and expreſly forbid to have two 
coates, which is ſer downe without doubt, by a 
more ſpeciall dire&ion of the ſpirit of God , as wel! 
eo reach all miniſters of the Goſpell , to be fo intent 
avout rheir miniſtry, and ſo.diligent in their prea- 
ching , as the care of theſe earthly things thoul 4 not 
take them vp; but that in the faithfull difcharging 
of their miniſtry , they Mould depend vpon him 
for a blelling, oh 
ſuch as relyed ypon him. But now that they are 
forbid to take two coats, this ſmewes the Goialiciey 
of the adminiſtration of the Goſpell,ordinances and 
Sacraments in Chriſts and the Apoſtles times , who 
by Chriſts owne appointment 1n their divine ſer- 
vice and offices are contined to theic ordinary ha- 
bits, both in preaching and adminiſtration of tlie $a- 
craments , and all miniſteriall funtions , which is 
evidently manifeſt , tor they had but on=coate a 
peece,and they cither preached and adminiſtred the 
Sacraments in that or naked. Tea Chritt hrmſelfe and 
the ApoSil.s admmniſtred the Supper in their ordinary 14- 
bits ,as is evidently manifeſt by all circumſtances & 
reafon it ſelf, &: if we will but fooke into the Chur 
chez in the 2. of the Apocalyps, we ſhall fee thit 
Cliriſtfaich to thein, and inthem to all ſucceeding 
Churches yer. 24. 25. 1 vill put vpon you nme other bu'- 


d-n , But that which ys have already , bold fait nil I como. 


As much as if he had ſaid , Let uo man burden you 
A3 with 


ich he neuer yet fayled to ſend all 
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with any traditions , rites , or cuſtomes , neither in 
obſervation of times, dayes,habits,or vaine and idle 
ceremonies : for 1 will put vpon you no ſuch bur- 
den: but /! and fait tn your liberty. 

What a madnes then is this, in the Trelats to 


leave the ſimplicity of the Goſpel] , the example of 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles and the primitive Churches 
(1 meane in their habits) and that which Chriſt in- 
joynes them , which was to vie their ordinary gar- 
ments in their miniſtery , and by which they were 
as well diſtinguithed from other men, as if they had 
all the ſurplices, hoods crochets & ſuch like player- 


like accoutrements ; and to follow the example of 


Antichriſts Miniſters , and to bring in abundle of 
ligniticant cecemonies contrary to expreſle com- 
mand,& to force men to ſubſcribe to them which ts 
likewiſe peremptorily forbid, where we are commia- 
ded not ro be ſervants of men , and not to be wiſe aboue that 
which u written : and are likewiſe admoniſhed to take 
heed , - a any man ſpale vs through Philoſophy and vaime 
aeccrt after the tradition of men , and after the rudiments 
of the world , and not after Chra#t, and are told expretly- 
that rhey $2r1p hams in vaine , that teach for doctrines the 
commandements of men. 

Now I ſay,ifby the injunRion ofthe Holy Ghoſt, 
wee are direGtly forbid ro be ſervants of mcu and not to 
be wiſe abou? that that u written, & warned to take heed 
of being ſeduced by the traditions of men, and 


plainly told that thoſe that teach tor doCtrines the 


commandements of men,worſhip God in vaine, and 
all the Prelats ceremonies - ornaments and ſervice 
are all human inveations , and their naked and idle 
devices: then it moſt neceſlarily followeth , that 
they doe vainly in preſcribing and urgiag them,and 
that the ceremonyes and ornaments.,are impious 


and idle , and ought by auterity to be ſpeed out of 


the Church-with their altars and crucitixes, that the 
Miniſters might freely enjoy rhe blejjed liberty of th? 
_ and the purity and ſimplicity of the ordinances, that 
lohn Baptiſt aud the Apoſtles were paternes to them 
in, and in the which we haue expretle witnes , that 
God was well pleaſed with then, and gaue a bleiting 
ypon them , and their endeavours in {5 doing : and 
moſt certainly he is and wi/l be offended with all 
ſuch as tall obſtuatly & willtully leaue therr exam- 
plesand tollow ANTICHRISTS. | 

But now to goe on , after we haue proued their 
ceremonies and ornaments to be vaine , idle and 
needles ; let vs looke what their diſcipline 1s, and 
for that examine the commination againit Sinners, 
and there you ſhall ſee the words betore ſpecified in 
this maner. '&rerhren im the primitive Church, there W845 
a god'y diſcipline, that at the beginn:ng of Lent! [Ci perſons 
as were notorious ſinners "wa 7 In the (te i4 wv zereaf, vill the 
Jaid diſcipline may be reftored , ($110 thing u mc) to be 
wiched) it u thought good, Orc. 

1 beſcech you -confider with me here their 
words,to ſpeake nothing oſtheir Lenten FaZt, which 


they call a holy time in their preachments , t the 
Court , though they will not giue the LoRkps 
DAY that honour ; bur to ſay nothing of that now 

nor of their abuſing Scripture in the Service booke, 
nor of the errors of the (ame , bur to the matter is 
hand. Here they confteſle there v45 4 godly diſciplinein 
the promutrve Church , and that im ſtead of that , they have 
brought-1n an other ,of their owne inveniton. \V hat ſay you 
to this then? 1s not theirs, I pray you,a deviſed ſer. 
vice by men? and not that godly diſcipline which 
was in the primitive Church Mark 1 pray what 
they ſay in their owne publication ? There was, ſis 
they, a godly diſcrpiine mm the pronutive Church (hich is 
the rule ofall ſucceeding Churches ) #h1ch I mnCh /0 
be wuwhed, 

By which 1 gather, they either have no godly dif 
dipliae for which end their ceremonies are infti- 
tuted, orels a diſcipline very deteRive : and there- 
tore moſt certaine it is not correſpondent to that 
of the primitive times , for why otherwiſe , ould 
they bewayle the want of it? and therefore by con- 
lequent 1t 1s not agreable to the word of God. Hoy 
151t then ,I entreat you that they force men to (yl. 
(cribe , there 1; nothing in thetr common prayer boo{:s that 
s contrary to the Ford of God 5 when < wo themielves 
acknowledge there u not in it a godly diſcipline ? an /uchy 
a diſciplin? 4s $45 111 the primative Churches and #/1cl; 3.44 
much to be wwuhed, 

With what conſcience then , can they conſtrayne 
men, to a ſubſcription as they doe ? or ſiy their 
Service is Gods Sernice or Gods worſhip. 'For if 
we looke into the word of God, wee ſhall there 
find indeed that there was a godly diſcipline , and 
ſuch an one as was enioyned at all tymes and not 
onely in Lent , but at all ſeaſons : the neglect of 
which was ſeverely puniſhed , the which diſ{1p/1145 the 
couches » n»w want by reaſon of the Brilops W190 hind-r it 
and haue taken it our of their hands, Looke I pray 
you vnto the 1, of the Cor: the 5 and you mall (ee, 
that , the Church was inioynedthere, in the 4 and 
RLS! ſes » in the name of the Lord leſus Chritt ro caſt out 
the mcesfuous perſon. And this was the action ot the 
whole Church, and not of one particular man , as 
1s manifeſt inthe 2. of the Cor : and the ſecond 
chapterandin the 6. 7. 8.and 9g. verſes: : where he 
fayth [ufjrct ntio ſuch a man 1s this prniinme mt , Which 
v.45 inflicted of many, So that contrarywiſe you ought rathor 
to forge him , and comfort him, leaſt perhaps ſuch an 

one i110uld br ſwallowed with ouer much ſorrow. Wher 
fore] beſeech you , that you Yould confirms your loue rowa- ds 
lim. For to this end alſo did I write, tliat 1 might 11w 
the prooffe of you , whether you be obedient in all things, 

CC. | 
What can , 1 pray you, be more cuident then 
that chis was the diſcipline that euery Church had 
giuen vnto it by the Apoſtles, according vnto that 
in the tourteenth to the Aﬀts 23. verſe) and the 16. 
ot the 1, of the Cor ; that euery Church had power 
to caſt 
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to caſt out wicked and vongodly men, at all times 


wy 


and ypon all occaſions & opportunities and to bring 
them 1n ypon repentance . and not onely in Lent ? 
-and that ic belonged not vato one man alone » bur 
'to the congregation or whole church ? and this 
diſcipline exerciſed in the primitiue churches, wee 
now indeed want,and which is much to bee wiſhed, 
and the which THE PRELATS ONELY HINDER. 
And for the negle@ ofthis diſcipline you ſhall ſee 
in the Second of the Reuelation , the Churches 
were ſcuerely threatned and greiuouſly puniſhed ; as 
the Church of Pargamus , that be ſuffered them , that 
held the doitrine of *Balaam , and the doftrine of the 
Necolartans, and the Church of Thiatira , © chat 
ghee ſuffered the woman leſabel which called herſelfe a 
Prophetejſe , to teach , and ſeduce , and ta commit forn- 
£41191. 

Now whatſoeuer things are written a foretime fayth 
$, Paul Rom, 15. 4, were #11tten for our learning , that 
we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might 
bawe hope : and inthe firſt ot the Cor : and the 10. he 
fayth the ſame thing in the 11. verſe that all thoſe 
things happened vnto them for enſamples : and they are 
written for our admonition vpon wm the ends of the world 
gre come. What can 1 ſay be ſpoken more cuideatly 
then this 2 That all the precepts for inſtrugion 
andexamples of puniſhment for the neglett of the 
fame, are left for our learning and edification ? (o 
that , if we will neither by precept nor puniſhmeat 
ypon the delinquents be admonithed , what may 
wee thinke you , then expect from Gods hand but 
extreme ſcuerity ? For wee ordinarely fay , he that 
is neither allured by vertue , nor terrihed by pu- 
niſhment , deſerues no fauour , pitic nor Mercy :; 
and ſo it may truely be predicated of vs; that hauing 
a godly diſcipline ſet downe to our hand , in SA- 
CRED WRIT, and preſidents of puniſhment 1n 
thoſe that negleed it 3 and yet neither care for 
the one ; nor the other, what1 pray you can we 
then conclude from thence , but that our damna- 
tion meritoriouſ]y fleepeth not ? for here the Prelats 
ſeeme to bewayle the want of a godly diſcipline that 
was in the primitiue church ; and yet they bring it 
mot in againe : but force men by ſubſcription againlt 
their owne confeſlion to ſay all is well. | 

And ifthis be not damnable imprety and ſupreme 
contumacy againſt allmghty God , 1 know not what 15. 
yea what is mocking of God himſelf, if this be 
not?But the policy of Satan hath wondertully appea- 
red , both in the aging-in of this diſcipline 
and ſeruice that is now in vie, and the vpholding 
of it; whatſocuer opinion men haue cither tormerly 
had of i tor now thinke of the ſame : for nothing could 
euer by Pope or dewil! haue been inuented more fit for the 
ſubuer ſion of the K mmgdome of Chritt , the GLORIOUS 
GOSPELL I ME.ANE, & the keeping men 1m 10NrAnce, 
and from the know/edy of the Scriptures ( which Chriſt 
ſends ys to , for to Iearng inſtruction , and the 
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Prophet Efay in the 8. ſaying, r the Law and the 
Prophets; ) and by conſequence , from the know- 
ledge of Godard of our felzes, without which 
there is no true happineſle, then this denited fer- 
uice, And therefore it highly conceraes his molt 
excellent Maicitic more particulaily to louke into 
this matter, as he wiſheth the faluation of that 
mighty people that 1s committed to his charge , 
and as he expecteth obedience & loyalty from them 
which is to 2759 moſt due : for the 19norance ot 
the word of God , brings-in all diſobedience to 
God and autority. And Iam moſt confident.that if 
his Majeſtie were made but acquainted with the ini- 
quity of this booke,and the dangerous ſequels of it, 
both in reſpe& of the honour of God , aud hi owne 
dignity , and the commor- calamity of all his ft 

jects, as be «& DEFENDER OF THE .JQFAITH. 
and fecketh the vpholding and propagation ot the 
ſame more then any thing » which I am well allured 
can never have fo proſperons ſucceſle, fo long as this 
idle, I may truely fay IDOL SERVICE taleth 
place , he would ſpeedily caſt it out of all his domi- 
nions » and fling :t 9 the fire, which u a place firter for 18 
then the Church, But that I may not ſeeme to ſay any 
thing without ground and due conſideration, 1 will 
firſt lay downe my reaſons, and demonſtrate the po- 
licy of Satan and his diſciples in the bringing of it 
10,and the adyancing of it : and then I will come to 
the buſineſſes that remaine to be ſpoken of. 

Firſt therefore the vanity and vnprofitablenes of 
it in general] , may be an axcellent incitement of his 
royall Majeitie, and a vety good occaſion to move 
him to aboliſh it: for in all other things , wee in- 
quire of the profit and good they cither hive done 
OT Can aoe, Cr by any way may bring vnto ys.and \Ke 
uſe to ſay cu bono? for what is ſuch a thing good ? 
and finding it vnprofitable, it is by and by caſt out,-s 
the vnfruittull tree that combered the ground in 
the —_ and this in very civill affaires , doth 
reaſon dittate toevery man ; much more ought it 
to be prevalcat in the matters of Gods worship and 
ſervice , which muſt ever tend to the honour and 
glory of God, the cheife end of all our Chriſtian en- 
deavours, according tothat of S. Paule , whether yer 


eate or drink or whaiſoever yee doe els, let all be dine to the 
praiſe and glory of God ; and we ſay in our daily praver, 


hallowed be thy name,and all in the Church muſt be dine 
to edification of the Saints , and their buulding wp in their 
moſt holy faith , Or otherwiſe it onoht to be rejected 


and thit by Apoſtolicall Canons , one of which is 


worthall the podguns of the Prelats , 1 meane their 
filthy Popih.and louſie canons, 

Now God 1s glorified onely when men doe his 
will: and the Church is then edified when people 
are either conuerted from their wicked wayes voto 
God, by the miniſtry and feruice of it ; or when 
they WT farnitadend built vp with knowledge in 
the waycs of God , and concerning their 9xne _ 

t04ards 


T3 
towerds God their neighbour and themſelues , and 
in ke 


do thriue and grow ſame dayly till they come 
to perfeftion ; and withall by their praQice and 
example teach others ro liue holily , rightuoully, 
«and ſoberly in this preſeat world. 

Now whatſoeuer ſeruice in the Church of God , 
hath not the will and warrant of God himfelt for 
its aucority and ground, God can haue no glory 
by it, nor the people cornfort ur benefit : for in 
wane do they ſerue mee fayth God , that woriinp mee 
after the preecejts of meu. and as for our ſeruice , 
ceremonyes , and diſcipline , it HATH NO 
WARRANT FROM THE WORD OF GOD, 
for the Prelats themſclues do acknowledge it , nei- 
ther can they deny it; for I will indge thoſe euill 
ſeruants by their owne mouthes , and words, which 
are manifeſt in the places before cited out of their 
maſle booke. So that they haue no autority out of 
the whole booke of for it : and therefore it 
cannot properly be called Gods ſeruice., or Gods 
worſhip, which the Prelats', often though tallly 
termeit; BVT DEVISED SERVICE, and mans or 
DEVILS INVENTION. And howſocuer there 
be ſome ſcripture mingled among it, and their 
prayers arc direted vnto God, and notvnto Saints 
and Angels, that no more pleaſeth God then the 
Samaritans ſeruice did , of whom it is ſayd they 
worſhipped the true God, and yet notwithitanding 
our ſauiour Chriſt ſayth , that ſaluation was of the 
lews. And howſocuer, they had circamcrſion , the 
*Paſiouer and other Meſaicall ceremonyes yea the books of 
Moſes and locked for the Meſſiah ro come , yet all this 
made it not Gods worſhip, neither could all theſe 
things ſerue for the making vp of a worſhip or ſer- 
ice acceptable tro God , or that was vſctu!l and 
profitable to themſelues for mingling their owne 
. worſhip with it , God rejected it, and eſteemed their 
whole endeauour , but abomination to him. In- 
deed it may among men be the better eſtcemed of 
tor the {prinklings it hath of ſcripture in it, but 
GOD LOVETH NO LINSY WOOLSY SER- 
VICE . and it hath been one of the deuils maſter 
peeces cuer vader a ſhew of good , to doe the grea- 
reſt miſcheife, and hers nowrr more dangerous » then 
; when be puts bymſelf into the habit of a Samt , and tranſ- 
formes himſelf into an angel of [1ght ; and ſo truely he 
appeareth in the ſeruice booke , he is thece full of 
Scripture and prayers , but this ſeruice, doth no 
way pleaſc but is the more abhocred of him, 

An example not much vnlike wee find in the 
deuill befoxe this » who when Chriſt was vpon the 
earth , made an houourable confeſlion of him , and 
cryed out , What haue wee to doe with thee thos leſus toe 
Son of the eternall lixing God. Hete was a glorious 


conteflion , which iathe mouth of a rrue ſeruant 


of God, had been an acceptable ſeruice. Yet we 
ſee Chriſt reieRs it, and will allow of none of the 
deuills ſervice, nor his adhkecents : yea the very 
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prayers of the wicked are abominable in the fohs 
of God. And&hall we then thinke that the ſeruice 
of Antichriſt , that curſed man of ſia, and onely 
take, out of the language of the beaſt 2nd put into 
Evgliſh and in French orany other tongue is accep- 
table vnto God, when he hath expreſly declared 
himſelf , that he hateth all ſuch worhip? No no, 
it is an other matter then ſo. 

And that our ſervice , & the whole prayer booke, 
is taken out of the Maſle booke and other POpi 
pamphlets, I my ſelf have been an eye witues of it, 
having ſome fifteen yeares agoe, being in 1taly, 
compared them together., where 1 had a Maſle book 
ia nty chamber , and a ſervice booke which 1 bor- 
rowed of an Englit Soldier and Commaudet there, 
And for our LETANY , if 1 donot now forget my 
ſelf, »t « tranſlated almoit word for word out of the Le- 
fany r0 vur Lady , as they callit ; Lady being twned into 
Lord , as inthe Ladyes Pfalter, Lord and God is tur- 
ned into Lady , which is no little impiety if it be 
looked into , for there is a contounding ot the per- 
{ons of God and Chriſt with hers. And for th» other 
peeces of the common. prayer booke, they are raked out of the 
ſame kenel, & have their platforms from thence, & nt from 
the ſpirit of God, as is well knowne vnto the learned. 

Yea our owne Hiſtories or domeſticall expe- 
rience will confirme the ſame, for if you inquire of 
the Records or them that know'it concerning the 
rebellion of Cornwall , when the Papiſts tooke-vp 
Armes againſt their Prince , they pretended it was 
onely becauſe their ſervice was taken away , vpon 
which it was anſwered, if that were all, there was 
little cauſe of that tumultuation , for they had loit 
nothing by it, for they had now the ſame ſervice in 
their owne language & in theEngliſh tongue ; «ton 
which the wiſer of them began to thinke that they 
had rather ganed then loſt by the bargaine , and all 
began to be appeaſed againe, and fo it is indeed 
a micere tranſlation of Latin ſuperſtition into En- 
gli ſuperſtition. And 1 haye been credidly intor- 
med/by men of great autority in times palt , that 
if Queene Elizabeth would have gratified my Lords 


* Grace of Rome,I meane his impiety-that ſon of fin, 


inſomething that hee would have had : that t/7» kt 
vwvould by a ſpecrall Bull have made it authentich , and dl- 
lowed of it as arreable to their 'damnable religion, Bl 
what ſhall I need to ſpend ſo many words to prove 
a thing ſo palpably true. Let the leſuites them- 
ſelves,and the other litters of Romiſh whelps, the 
ordinary ſhayeling Preitts 1 meane » ſpeake in this 
bulines , and you ſhall heare them vſe this as a great 
o_ , When they come to ſeduce the Kings 
ſubjets from their allegiance and the poorc 1gno- 
rant people , that all the ſervice of the Church of England 
u nothing but what they had from t!12m, and al the cerenu- 
Ries ornaments , with the very diſcipline and Hierar- 
chy, Preiſthood and ordination of th: ſame , and if all that 


be good , they thea urge upon them, tha; the r gs 
. ro 
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hence all theſe things are borrywed muſt need; be towards himſelf, 
; for ſay they ifthe broth be gocd, the meat alſo hee is abſolutly b 
ood. . and how much hurt this argument hath Gods ſervice, he i 
among the ignorant ,, all men of judgment worldly luſts , to 
w , and toſpeake the truth, it is the cheif reaſon lily in this 
ad motive the Fapiſts have , as all they that haye effeft of Gor 
hecn ſeduced by them or have had any acquaintance good the preachin 
h them, cag witnes, 1 deny not but they add the knowled 
hall , that all our fathers dycd inthe Curch of formation where-ey 
mes doArine , meaning new Rome which is dayly experience teacheth us, for it 4s the your of 
lats life to thoſe that belong unto ſalvation , ard the (1- 
iIva- your of death and condemnation unto the wicked. 
| i+to be had in it , ard acknowledge it to be a and this by the teſtimony of God himſelf. 

Chutch, and were it not for the dainnable 
itaus as they call them , they and the Church dice and affiction ; thew mee any man 13 
England might quickly be at accord, but that un- cuer yet conuerted ynto God by the Seruice b00/.c( 
learned cre's is accutfed , ard knowes not the law, for 1 neuer cither heard or ſaw one ) or ſhew mee 
for the reve rend Fathers the Trelats , they ſay, any,that was cyer built vp in the knowledge of God 
y allow of their ceremonics, ornaments, ſervice. by ir, or of the dutyes that concerne himſelf or 
diſcipline , bicrarchy ordination, and approach as his neighbour , or that by the hearing or ceading 
re a5 they canto us dayly,and all theſe things do of it euer day , did cither encreaſe in the know- 
htily adyance Popery, which carnotbe denyed: ledg , 1 fay , or prattice- of Chriſtianity , or in 
the Prelats do confeſſe indead , that they have retained lone ro God , or to the brethren. 
me of Antichriſts ceremonies , and ſume that they but one of thoſe men, that haue been the moſt 
thought ar that time leſle profitable for their pur- diligent ſeruice mongers forty yeares together,that 
le they have left, ſome of their ornaments alſo hath learned a 
they have kept, and ſome rejcQed, foie of their hears vs good Lord, when hee knoweth not what hr 
ſervice they yer like well of , and ſome they thinke ſayth, Now it you feat a boy to ſchoole , and pay 
not ſo convenient yet" for their devillih ends and a 


deſignes , but have left ic tothe diſpolitionof the ta 
Metropolitan to bring it in, when he pleaſeth , and nor know nothing but his accidence ; one would 


all chis they have done for reaſons beſt knowne un-. by & by conclude;that he had a very bad maſter;nay 
to themſelves, and what I now relate.is tneir owne one would boldly affirme , that there were nothing 
gonfellion. Now 1 ſay.,if all the ſervice they worſhip to be learned in that Schoole, & that he were not fit 
God by , be taken out of the filthy dungiil af "Babylan and for ſich im loyment, and would adindge {tzch an 
the abomination of the *Bea#t, nnd is the meere muention of one vricapable of the office of a tutor or Maſter. 
wicked man , 5/1all any one tlinke , that God will be ever 

eaſed with ſuch ſervice , when he hath ſayd ſooften, for no man is inſtructed or edified by it. 
hey worſhip him in vaine that ſerve him accor- nothing of WALES, of the i71orance, blindner, propha - 
ding to the Precepts of men? No ſuch thing good n*{ſe and ſuperitition of that poore people , where they haun 
Sir , Let the Prelats and their Mountibanks pretend ſoratce exough : nor of the ma 
here in England.that want no 
" But beſice the impiety, vanity,and ungroundednes nothing elſe; 1 ſay fo ſpeake nothing of the ſable 
vf it , let us looke yet alittle farther into the need- jgnorance of the mſorable o diffreſſed people in them,& of 
leſnefic and unprofitablenes of it. Let all be done to the their abominable impiety & wickednes.Letvs come 
ory of God , and the edification of the Church, ſaith Saint to the CATHEDRALL CHYRCHES and BIS- 
aul,tor the firſt, you have ſeene,God hath no glory HOTS$ CHA PIELS,, the mwery fountamnes and ſourſes 


by it, nor any ſuch ſervice. Now to come tothe of this ſeruce , thoſs muſicall plares , where they cannot 
ay is the Church ſy, bur they haue all habilaments for Gods worihip, 


rvicc? Let NO : according to the Prelats awne lihing and diſpoſition :. ant 
Tan ſay it is edifyed by it but demonſtrat it. Who- where they haue SERVICE VPON SERVICE , both 
Toever is cdifyed by any ſervice of God in the jnproſe and verſe; and examia them from the, 
Church, it is cither in regard ofthe information & QVERISTER TO THE DEANE, ,, from the 
xeQifying of liis judgement, or the amendement of MASTER TO THE SERVANT , with all the: 
His life and maners and that he is brought to the people that moſt frequent it. If you find a more 
knowledge of God by it.and of himſelf; or built up ignorant , 
Mill jn the ſanre knowledge and furthered in the of men an 


ſt falſe, and that the moit of the learned Pre 
thinke well of their Church, and that (. 


phat they will. 


edification of the Church.How I pr 
or ever hath been edifyed by this fe 


praQtice of all Chriſtian duties both toprards God the Kingdoine , LET MEE DIE, 1 ſpeake v; 
HG 


y 


and torards his neighbour,fo that 
ecome a newman. Ina word, by 
$ taught to deny ungodlineſle 1nd 
0 live ſoberly, rightuoully and ho 
reſent world , and this is the ordinary 
$ owne ordinance and ſervice, and this 
of the Goſpell dayly doth and 
e holy Scripture. and makes rc 

er it is embraced with love a8 


But now ! befeech you, laying afide a'l preju- 
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I deſire to fee 
other thing but we- beſeecl thee 19 


reat dayle tor his learning , if he ſhould never 
ea newleſſon, nor neuer goe out of one forme, 


The very ſame may be ſayd of the feruice books, 
To ſay 


- thouſand pariſhes 
cruttice, for they haue 


rrofane impions generation and ſociety 


people , take them together through 
On 


my 
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on 
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we} IE. Is ens ee 
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my.0wne experience I nauer met yet any anger Querifer 
Cans,0 fficer or ſeruat of the Prelats,or any of that rabeil that 
#45 not rather like 4 ruffian in bis conuerſation THEN 
A SAINT. Swearing » drinking.quafting, ignorance 
of God - with ſcorning of all honeſtly, true reli- 
gion aad piety, is their ordinary ſpending of their 
time ; as all thoſe know very well , that are ac- 
quaynted with them, and can witnes the ſame 
with mee, And for the most of them , they are either 
totally ignorant of God , and true religion , knowns 
. wolhnng , but their leſſen , ro ſingor play it : or if they 
kego'y alittle more , it 25 1n Popery and ſuperſtition , in 
tae pratice of wincy , they conſume their miſcrable and 
wretcied dayes FOR: GREATER , SVPERSTI- 
TION THERE IS NOT IN THE WORLD 
THEN AMONG THAT ABOMINABLE CRE\V, 
.AND IN THOSE CONVENTICLES. 

Nay let vs looke into the VNIVERSITIES . the 
- nurſeries ot all the youth in the Kingdome , and 
into the particuler collegers of the ſame , where 
they cannot ſay but there is ſerwce rpn ſerute, rvice 
or thrice every day , at leaft, and I pray ſee, how 
they are cdified there, and built y by that ſeruice, 
in the knowledge of God and the Lode of true, rel1- 
gion and the practice of piet . lan confident , that 
through the. Kingdome , looke om the .Maglers to the 
pooreit Scholars , (1 ſpeak for the generality, ) in no 
corparations , you ſhall fiad more daring diſlolute- 
nes » and crying prophaneſſe , to ſay nothing of 
their inſtability in religion, their notorious and 
childe {uperiticion and idolatry , as worſhipping 
of Altars & Crucifixes, Tables, &c. to the ſcandall 
of the Kingdome and nation where they dicll and 
diſgrace of learning z and indeed the corruption & 
. putrifying of the whole land,and yet in thefe places 

they canot ſay but they haue ſeruice books enough, 
& prayers upon prayers for they haue little other ; 
fo that if thac could either inſtruct them in doarine 
or in maners certaynly they would not want either 
where there are the prime wits of the Rea'me and 
Kingdome. But , 1 from ſo long experience con- 
clude , that the ſeruice of the maſlſebooke was neuer 
yet {o honoured by God, as to haue the grace of 
reaching eicher good dofrine or mauctrs. : but bath 
been the onely cauſe of victating the whole K 1ngdome. 

And whatfoeuer may be ſayd of citherCathedrall 
Churches or Colleges, may be ſpoken of all the or- 
dinary allemblyes , that by law are conſtrayned to 
wayt upon ſich ſervice , where they learne nothing 
but dlindnes, jgaorance , ſuperſtition and propha- 
nefle, and what 1 fay, the whole Kingdome knowes 
well. So that all'thuſe unprofitable drones , with 
their deviſed ſervice, to the great hoaour of God & 
wie King and withthe univerſall good of the whole 
State,might well be diſmiſled, | 

For to {peake truely, the ſervice doth not onely, 
not edify , but it drives away a! learning and godli- 
neſle, and is ay enimy vato them both ; aud hin- 


ders the preaching and knowledge of the word, anf 
the propagation of the Goſpell. Now where 115;, 
faules the people perich + and the Scripture faith, {47 rt 
people pertsh for want of knowledge , and many 1141 |, 
jubtifyed by the knowledge of thy righteous ſoruant, 4,4 
thu u life eternall to know thee to be the wnely tris (3, _ 
and whom thou haſt ſent Ieſus Chriſt. Now this know. 
ledge is not come to, but by the word & preachins, 
Not by ſervice-reading ; neither were the Apc(iles 
commanded to goe ſay ſervice, and reade prayers tg 
all nativas z but to goe preach unto every creature, 
There is a great diffeceace between reading of ſer. 
vice and prayers , an{ preaching of the word. For 
reading ot PLAyCTS Ay NAN Can doe » but preaching 
NONC Can doe-except he be ſent.Beltdes,n ) 11131 can 
call upon God , and pray atight without preaching, 
ſo that where is no preaching , for the peoples in- 
ſtruion , there is no prayer nor falyation. They 
may reade things that are called prayers ,but they 
are no prayers but babling,and vaine rep2titions and 
ſo eſteemed of by God himſelfe , the which he will 
reject & caſt from him. And for the common peo. 
ple they know not what prayer & inyocation 1s, the 
moſt of them thinking the Creedand ten Comman- 
dements very good ptayers,& ſay the for their matr- 
tins,& to wills em to the ogy} 15 enough to loſe 
their favour , neither can any underſtanding nzan be 
ignorant of this comms blindnes amog the people, 
God 1s ſayd to be rich unts all that cail upon him. 
Rom. 10. and whoſoever thall call upon the name of the 
Lord,slall be ſaved. But heare what the ſame Apolt'c 
farther relateth, "But how rhall they call upon 11m 1 
w/9m dey have not beleevod ? and bow Shall tiicy belorye 
on him of whom they have n»heard? and ww 5/4 they 
hears without a preacher? and hy S/1ut they preaci: exc opt 
they . be ſent ? a4 It u written , low beautifull are the fouk of 
them that preach the Goſpell of peace, and bring g/ad 11dings 
of goed thungs ? Which Scripture if it be well waighed 
it will appcare that the prayers in our lervice bo0ke 
and the ſervice icſelf, is a vaine bavling and a very 
mocking of God. For where there is no faith, there 
is no true invocation , for none can'call upon God 
aright , but they that belceve in him, and none can 
belceve without hearing , and they cannot heare 
wichout preachers, and none can preach ecct ne 
be ſent of God, Now to ſpeak the truch, wherefoever 
the Fielats have had power, they haye put out prea- 
chiag where it was, and filenced thote that wee 
ſent , and where there hath been no preaching,'a3 11 
many places of this Kingdoime, there hath been 
none - or that that is as good as none : how tiicre- 
fore can the people beiceve ?- So their ſervice bc 
ſayd and read, they care not tor preaching , as i: 1$ 
well kaowne.and fo by that take away faith, x it0ut 
which it is unpolhble to pleaſe God or call upon 
him aright. So that for their prayers 1n the fervicC 
booke,it is meere BABBLE, & MOCKING. OF 
GOD (as 1 fayd before) without knowiedg of =_ 
Li 
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ey doe, in ſo ſpending their time. Church, having taught his Diſciples and all his ſer 
"And 1] wonder for my part, that the Prelats who vants a rule by which they would ſquare all their 

d fuch a deale of learning , will have that prayers , and trom the heads of which they hou! d 
ought ro be the honour of the Church , and the nor ſrarve in their ſupplications , told them , that 
onely ſervice of God, which fheweth nothing but whatſveyer they fall aske according to that rule in 
plindnes and doating ignorance in theailclves, and his name, that he will heare them. Then come the 
upholds aud maintaines a dronih and uniearued Apoltles atter him, whom he lent teachers into the 
prreifthood , to ſpeake in their owne dialed. For if world, and gave unto particalar Churches and Chrt- 
one can reade feryice and an homily , they require ſtjans their theames of prayer , putting them un 
go more of him , which ignorant afles well conti- mind ever of the duty it ſelte,faying ,yr4y continually, 
ering , Jabour tor no furtker in{truction ; and to that is, ypon all occations vie this ordinance as a 
this period Of learning cvery ſervant allmoſt in a cheite pPeCece ot your Chriſtian armer in this your 
family can quickiy attayne to, which is one of the warfare [ray al[waze: ſaith the apoſtle, x:th all prayer 


auſes that {o many ſervants through the K10g- and ſupplicatt 21 an the Syerr, and watcnns there wt w$1'h 
dome rurne Preiſts. Behdes 5 this 15S none of their all pe COnrramnce, and (4 ppl1cation for all Nairn | 6. 


ownc making » It 6 but 4 ir4n}iA'ign out of « 1wichriſts Ver. 18. and to tl: Plulipp : 4. he favth, - be ſallicruou' for 
44 ifet, & thruit UPOLNUS 5 OC 2 IT CEC quenching Ot ng, but 18 641 YY THIN, by prayer and ſupplication 1/4 
the Spirit, (which they are torb.d for tie SpinIt 1S PAK aun, let your requeſt br: made T7 wvnto God. 
got to be cohnedbur to be exerciled to the honour , ind'the peace of Grd winch paſſeth all nderſtanding, 1141! 
of God and the editication of the people. Neuher krnope your hearts and minds through Chrift leſs. And in 
is this all, but they put a great attront upon God the r.ecpiſtle to Timothy chap. 2, ] ex/ort hae therfore, 
himſelt by it, and Wrong the pOoOore people allo, that fart of all, ſupplications, prayers  mweceſrions 7 07 
whoſe ſalvation they hould cheitly ſzeke after, FOL wang of thanks b» mad: for all mn & $S.Peter in his r. E- 
in this , they tte God to hu ordinary and allowance » he gets piitie & 4.chapter. And 7.verſe {avth. Lut the end of 4/l 
not a br; amore of p ayers then 111 flint z EXCEP? 17 he far the Fuings 1s at hand :; be there ore ſober & 10.471) 7 MIO Prave 
love of ſome Saint and on his day , or ſome great feitrval And $, James he teacheth vs it we {ach v11d1ms, (cr ws 
rme : then perhaps he chall have a Collect mere , ar 4 cantte dike it of God,that grurth to ewery man librrally &ro, but ls 
of 4 Goſp-!t, or 4 shred of an Epiitle 0 17 mud) be a joale lim ask in fart!) nothing Wauerimey &c. lam. 1. ver.c.6. 

of the Apocrypha, and ſome t:v9 or three little pravers,v:itlh Here wee tee the rule of prayers and theames of 
the often reperit1on of the Lords prayer, CF of they b» meerily prayer ſet downe by Chriſt & his Apoſtles, and the 
Giſpoſed he may a/ſo get an antiiem, and a little Muſick, way by which they may find acceptance, 1» that to 
and then this is 4g) /ervice, and if there be ſome ex- any rationall creature there is derection enough tor 
traordinary raine or wet weather » that they teare -to pray aright, now .if a Schoole maſter gine vnto 
their tithes, will not come well in - and their pan- a 1 of diſcretion certayne rules of making a 

ches be well filled, then upon this occaſion they treame from the very exordium to the epilogue Or 

will come torth with. Tow , chat with rame once de- concluſion, and fhewes him once or twice what are 

ftroyedst the world, 36, or with ſuch like other good the particular parts of an oration or declamation, 

ufte ; and this alſo ia a ſetled allowance , upon a:l beir in verſe or proſe : He atter that giues him bur 

h occaſions , neither mult they vary trom it, Or the bare and naked theame z and leaues the making 


ivea bir more , neither may the people looke tor and ordering of it to his owne ingenuity, & makes 


tter proviſion, So great a mockery this is of all- jt not for him ; which ifhe did, ir could not pro- 
mighty Ged , as I do not thinke any Prince or any perly be fayd to be his owne theame but the M1- 
men of autority would ſufler, that his, or their ſer- tters. $0 God hath 'giuen ynto all Chriſtians their 
yice - hould be ſtinted and limited unto them : for theames of praying vnto him , with the: rule of 
it were greatly to their ditkonour : & yet the Lord dere&19 to pray aright. And he hith alſo give them 
df heaven and carth mutt be content with it,and his his holy ſpirit, to guide them in prayer, and dictate 
_ eople tyed unto it , and ſeverely puniſhed, it ynto them ; and hee expetts- that they Mould nor 
| o peake the Jcaſt word againſt it, or fecke the allwayes need a Primer or another to male prayers 
beſt way , for the trucly worſhipping or rightly ler- for them : tor it would be ridiculous in a very 
ring of him, which is Sonar, to thinke. _ begger, to fit biggin at any mans dore by booke, 
Without all doubt, if a certayne number of ſet and reading all his beggery our of it : nay it would 
prayers , had been to be continued in the Charch. be an occation to make 2 man kick him from his 
he Apoſties themſelves would have ſer downe the dore, rather then to giue him an almes. $0 in like 
ſame torme that hou_d have been continued in all maner we ſuppoſe, that God as little takes delivie 
' Churches to the worlds end,for it was their.place : ' in ſuch kind of ſervice and prayers made vnto him 
for they were by Chritt ſent into all uatious , for to when they mult aliwayes haue their booke in their 
teach and inftruct them : neither would they have hand, to tell them what they muſt aske, and what 


fayled iu that duty. But Chriſt the Malter ot his they haue need of; whereas prayer is the pyuring 
| B 2 / Our 
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out of the heart ynto God out of a ſenſible feeling 
of their own wants ofter a due preparatis vnto that 
holy + bombs partly in conſidering the great 
Majeſty before whom they are to appeare ; and 
rtly in ruminating with themſelues , the things 
they want, the benefits recciued, and the calamities 
they and their brethren are afflited with : and 
partly conſidering their owne ynworthynefle From 
all which, ariſeth in their hearts heauenly eiacula- 
tions, and theſe are the cheife motiues of prayer. 
And what other thing indeed is it, that moves men 
80 an humble confeſhon of their ſinnes, but a fight 
of miſery and hope of mercy ? and what moues 
them tg petition, bnt ſence of want, and hope of 
abtayning? & what ſtirres them vp to thanksgiuing) 
but the memory and contemplation of fayours re- 
ccived , & the knowledge of their dutic of grati- 
tude? without a due conſideration of all or ſome 
of which things , there is no prayer made , that is 
acceptable to God : for all other formes of exprel- 
Lon are not prayer, but prating: for prayer is an 
asking of thoſe things , that within our ſelues we 
hnd need and wantot: it is a pouring out of the 
heart ; na theſe read prayers, come nat from the hearts 
but from the booke-; and ſo the booke , not the 
heart is the fountaine of them; and they come 
from without , not from within , and from the 
hidden man of the heart ;* and the minifter him- 
ſelf in this ation , is not the mouth of the 
people nor his owne but the booke and it is no 
more a prayer to vs then that is to child when he 
learnes his leſſon out ofa prayer which he readeth 
for the perfeQting of his reading without vnderſtan- 
ding : and of this all mea that haue any reaſon will 
calily indge, 

Neitherin ſaying all this, do 1 thinke that vpon 
ſome occaſions/a prayer may not be read in a tamily 
and congregation : or that tormes of prayer _y 
not be vied, and ſuch like things printed by which 
weake Chriſtians and yong beginners may not be 
inſtrued. But in thoſe that haue been any time 
ſchvlers in Chriſts ſchoole and eſpecially for Mini- 
fiers, to be allwayes tycd ynto them, 1 as yet am of 
Opinion that they are very little pleaſing vato God, 
neither haue 1 cuer yet ſcene any family where 
ſuch ſer formes of prayer are uſed make any great 

rogreſſe and growth in Chriſtianity, Neither 

ue we any prefident of them in Gods word or 
examples of the Saints , whoſe prayers notwith- 
Rtanding are in great multituds ſet downe in ſacred 
Writ, ard them with great variety and according 
eqer tothe occaſion. Some ſmall formes of dizeRti- 
ons wee find, which are fer downe rather, for rules 
tor the guiding of our prayers,then that men hould 
be tyed to the forme it felte rordew. wverbu , and 
from the which they cught not to vary : for wee 
ſee both in the old and new teſtament. the ſernants 
9 God ncuerkept themiclues to avy fer forme of 
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prayer, but varyed according to all occaſions, both 
in petition and thanksgiving, aud that both in their 
publick and priuate prayers, as We may ſee in the 
pſalmes and diuerſe other places of divine and (;. 
cred writ. But perhaps you will ſay , that the 
Miniſter prayes and the people muſt follow him in 
it, which is all one to them, as if he read a prayer 
vnto them. But that is not ſo. Foras the Miniſter 
is by Gods oxne ordinance to be the mouth of the 
people : ſoif he be atrue Miniſter of God indeed, 
and ſent by him, hee is withall , furniſhed with al! 
thoſe gifts and graces by which he is able aright 
to diſcharge that holy funfion ; & then hee is (ith - 
ciently enriched within himſelf with all thoſe at. 
lityes that they in that place hould be ; & »:/! lac 
fach a particular care and knowledy of hrs. frock and of al 
their wants and preſent necepittes, as he will be av'e 1n ther | 
names accordin? to their occaſions preſent,to put up their re- 
ueils , which 2 booke can ave ,and of the which be wil 
ue no need. Withall.the people come vnto the c6- 
gregaticn with a general] notion if they be of vnder- 
{tanding,of what their occaſions are, & their preſent 
necellities ; according to all which he ought to pra, 
which no bookeci doe. Neither haye wee ay <xam- 
le inthe Scripture of the old teſtament th.t ict 
ormes of prayer inade by men were to be read by 
the Miniſter in the congregation as a part of Gods 
worſhip,or that they euer were vſed in the clutch 
of God as a ou of Gods worthip : for then any one 
inthe church oraſlembly might as well pertorme 
that ſeruice & worſhip as the miniſter; & there wete 
no need any more of a miniſter, if the forme were 
once preſcribed and fet downe ; and ifthat were all 
thatis required for the making of a prayer, aud the 
making of it, Gods ſeruice. 

Bnt moſt certayne itis , that a true Miniſter of 
God, and one ſent by him knowes better iis duty, 
then the ſerutce booke can tell htm, and is alſo very well 
inſtructed before, to attend to the feeding of the 
flock both by life and dottrine, and taught alſo. to 
know thoſe that are committed vnto his charge» 
and their peculiar necefſityes: ſo that he allwayes 
heould pur yp his requeſts in their names in geic- 
rall, according to their preſent neceſſities, and t:2cil 
then occaſtons, ( or otherwiſe it is but lip-labout) 
which no ſet forme can doe, becauſe they vary coun- 
tinually according to the diuerſe condition of hiut- 
man things. And he onely in that aftion or duly 
either catreats new fauours at Gods hand, and ſuck 
things as they then ſtand in need of , or the cont!- 
nuation of them, or deprecats judgments, or giues 
thanks for things recetued for himſelf and them 
and the whole land and church of God ,all which 
occaſions and conditious are yarious, at home and 
abroad, of all which he muſt be mindfull as 2 pu” 
lick man » and all theſe canuot be exprelſed by 21 
particular formes of prayer, 


Aud indeed the chcife end of meas _ 
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dread and expounded and the preaching of 
the ame , by which they may be taught their 
duty towards God and men ,. and rightly jn- 
ſtrated how to pray » and not to reade or heare ſet 
formes of prayer, to uo edifhcation , Hence it is, 
that in Eccleſiaſtes the 5. the Preacher ſayes , k-ep 
thy foot when thou goeft into the houſe of God, and be mare 
ready to licare, then to gue the ſacrifice of fooles. They 
come thither thea to heare the word of God read 
and expounded, and not to ſpend their whole time 
in reading formes of prayer a thouland times ouer 
to no protit.nor inftrugion , which 1s to offer the 
ſacritice of fooles and it wee looke into the praftice 
of the church of the 0!d teſtament or new, in both 
thoſe ſacred monuments wee are taught that the 
people came togerher to heare Moſes and the pro- 

hets, read and expounded, and for that end and 
purpoſe did Ezra miaake him a pulpit of wood to 
vatcid & expound the word of God in+to the people. 
Nay God himiclf faith he thar turneth away 1s feet 
from hearing th: Law, his very prayers are abominale. Yee 
may here then ſee, what men get by their prayers, 
without hearing the word preached , and Chritt 
ia the Reuclation favth not to the Churches pray, 
but hee that hath an eare to beare let lym heare what the 


- Spurit ſayth to the Churches ,theretore they where then 


to attend vnto preaching » and by preaching & prea- 
ching onely they were brought to repentance and 


amendment of their liues and to the knowledge of 


their duties towards God and one an other ,and 
not by reading a few things out ot a booke called 
Prayers. & Chriſt cuer preached to the multitudes, 
where cyer he met thein and in their Sinagogues; 
and they brought the roll of the ſcriptures to him, 
and hee preached out of it,to them; And the ſame 
did a!l the Apoſtles and taught nothing to the people 
but out of Moſes the Irophets and ric plalmes, and 
ſo did Chriſt himſelf inſtruct the diſciples. and. we 
ſhall find it likewiſe jn the r5. of the Acts in the 
221. verſe what was the cuttome in thoſe dayes in 
their aflemblyes for AMrjes fay they of o/d time bath 


" 110 Cuery CUY them that preach Lim ,veing read in the 


Srnegogues euery Sobbath day. Intinite teitimonies to 
thrs purpoſe might be breught forth , tv proue 
that the people 6t God were cuer wont to conic 
together onely tor the hearing of the word of God 
and the expounding ot the tzme , and to know 
that and prattiſe the ſame was all their fludy 3 and 
for this ead Timothy and 1 itus and all the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel were to preach in ſeaſon and 
out of ſeafon day and night as occaſion {crued : and 
for no other end was the word of God PEnneu, but 
ts be 1 I1oht that 11:nth in a dacke place  viutill the day 
dat: aud tie Fr O-/ta re a1 ſr 18H Onr hearts » A$ S. Jeicr 
ſayth let. 2. chap. 1, and a'l the Prophets , Ciriſt 
and al: his Apoti:es ſend us thither ; tor the word 
05.604 1s both the begerter of fauh , and the increa- 
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and mecting together is to heare the word ſer of it and all divine knowledge : and' for thi® 


end ouely are the Miniſters of God appoynred» 
whoſe lips ovgint to preſerve wiſdome , and whole office 
it is to inſtrut the people by: interpreting holy 
Scripture unto them and not in reading of ſervice 
(which every child can doe) taken out of a Maſlc- 
booke ; or ſome homilies , that have neither head 
nor tayle , and 1know not what other ſich ſtufte * 
Whica are al: , mens inventions aud- hinderances 
ro the edification of the peoplc as dayiy experience 
teacheth us : and are the one!y nicanes indeed to 
keepe the peop!e in« ignorance and to :phold an 
unicarned minittry 3 tor they ſtudy no tarther 
then ro read, rar! are they ſo perfett in their 
leſtons as the very players , who know their parts 
by heart, which they are to a, which they doe 
not : 1na word, this deviſed ſervice arid prayer 
reading, is the bane of all piety, and the overthro.y 
Ot ail atvine learning ; and all true godlinelſe and 
ſpiritual exerciſes of religion, & the gitts of Gods 
Spiric , are extinguifhed by it , and thruſt out ot 
dores , 11 whatſoever families this booke of com 
mon prayer 1$ admitted : and no more can piety 
and the prattice of it , ſtand where that hath place, 
then Dagon could before the Arke, for 25 it is1a 
na:uras!! things , the generation of the one, 1s the 
corruption of the other: ſo it is here: the, prayer 
booke ever begets ignorance and catclefucile in 1c- 
ligion 1; not prophanelle. | 

Take a ſurvey 1 beſeech you: of all the Novle- 
mens families, & Gentryes houfes through towne 
and country - and you will find what I ſay to be 
true. Let any of them have been never fo holy ly 
and religiouſly afteted and inclined,it he bu: once 
begin to turne Polititian and to temporile , which 
is indeed the ruine and undoing of the flower ot 
the Kingdomse ; and if there have been 1n any 0: 
their families the duryes and exerciſcs of piety ſet! 
up, as day!y reading of the Scripture, morning and 
evening prayer, according to their owne occations, 
and the miſerics of the t:mes , in{tiucting ana ca 
techiting of their children and ſervants , repetition 
of Sermons: puvate humiliations, holy conterences 
and fach like, all which are excellent furtierances 
Of us in our Chriltian court? and dutyes , that in 
the conſciona»'e performance of the fame bring 
an incomparavle benefit and comfort here , an 
true honour to the Maſters of them , and are the 
way to eterna'l glory, 1 ſay if, ia any family, where 
theſe holy unp!loyments have had place, the Maſter 
begin but a little to love the world, and to follow 
the times , and it be ſuggeſted unto him that ſuch 
performances favour of Puritagiſm* which 13 4 
thing groxne odious » and fpoien eyil'y Of every 
where, and that for the avoyding 07 that lulpition, 
he ſhould doe well tetbring in the fervice vooke ; 
no fooner 13 tnis Dagon admitted, but by ard by 
all tho darygs fall dawne, God and Ncliall cannot 
3 3 ſtand 
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| Rand togerher : they have a new Maſter, and there- 
fore new dutygs and ſervice is to. be yeilded unto 
him,and take notice witha!l, and yoo Hall alſo ſee 
in a <hort time , both Maſter and Servants dwindlc 
away and decline in their zeale , abhd decay dayly 
both in the knowledge and praftice of piety aud 
all the dutyes of godlineſle , and affect a kind of li- 
bertiniſmec , and after a ſeaſon, it not ſcorne reli- 
gion and holy dutyes alltogether ; they will thinke 
God well.plzaſed if they have heard read in their 
familie , Almn:g/ty and moſt merciful Father &c. and 
we poore fiuners beſeech thee to heare us, Oc. 1 ſay they 
thinke this & many repetitions of the fame things 
enough,and God ſerved ſufficiently, when notwith- 
Randing hee hath declared his mind to the con- 
trary , and that they fhall not be heard for their 
much babbling. | 
And as it 18 in ptivate families , fo is it in the 
Churches and congregations every where ; Let 
them but once have taken away or thrult out their 
reaching Miniſters from among them and eſta- 
blimed their commoa prayers , to be dayly read in 
ſtead of their preaching , forthwith , faxewe!l piety, 
farewell knowledg z ayd of what I now ſpeake, the 
whole Kingdome. can witnes with mee > who by 
woeful! experience , are taught ignorance by this 
booke ST deviſed ſervice. An how can it be 
otherwiſe, when in ſtead of Gods word and ordi- 


nances , mens inventions are preached up and eita- 
bliced , aud all goodnes and true picty made a 
mock of, and formality onely thought religion ? 
Neither is this all the miſery and calamity 
that commeth _ vs by it, but the Noblemen 


and Gentry, ( which was their etcrnall honour, ) 
which were wont in their owne perſons : and by 
their godly examples to goe before their children, 

ecuants and ceighboar: and by their pious endca- 
yours to teach themoas by their prayers, repetition 
of Sermons and godly life and examining of their 
Aamilyes, both of what they learned in the ſermons 
-. they heard, and how they profited dayly in their 
Chriſtian courſes by all private helps; and accor- 
ding to their thriuing or progieſle in goodnes to 
ſanour and countinance them , 1 ſay by their abilt- 
ties and ſuch performances in their owne perſons, 
they did infinit good every where both to them- 
ſelues & others, all which by the coming in of the 
ſeruice booke their families and neighbours are not 
onely depriued of, but they themiſelues are turned 
out of ſervice by it , for as they muſt haue ſervice 
they mult have a Preiſt alſo otherwiſe called a Cha- 
Flingtor this purpoſe, & fo ſerue God by a ſubſtitute 
in their owne families, where they are Kings, Freiſts 
& Prophets,contrary vnto the cultome and prattice 
of the Patriarks , Nobles and Kings of old , who 
were Preiſts and in their owne perſons pertormed 
all holy dutyes in their familyes. It 1s fayd of 
Abraham that he iaſtructed his owne tamil y,and ic 
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is lift to his eternall reno;xne to all poſterity for 
his ſo doing ,'yea God himſelf faith, I will conceale 
nothing frons Abraham my ſeruant , for I know be wilt 
1m Irutt and teach bis family &c. Gen. 18 and wee 
ould be all faithfull Abrahams childreu: and fol- 
low our fathers example , in the ſeruice of our God 
and in theinſtruRting of our families, as well as in 
belecuing , and that did all his ſecd atter him ; as 
Iſaac initructed lacob , and lacob his children as 
ſacred writ declares. 

Melchiſedick was a King and Preiſt , and Ioſua a 
mighty Prince and great Commander, who layd, 7, 
and my hoſe will ſeruc the Lyrd , he would fo initrugt 
them , as he himſelf was by the law taught And 
all the faithfull of the old Teſtament,are comman- 
ded themſelves at their riſing up, & ſitting downe ; 
and their goings out , to teach their children , and 
the (tranger , withia their gates to keepe the com- 
mandements of the Lord. So did 1ob. $o did Da- 
vid his ſon Salomon, ſaying, Feare rh the Godof ty 
Fatizery , and walk before 1m with a perſett \1ear! : And 
Salomon his ſon, walking in his Fathers ſtepps, 
taught his ſore, ſaying : My Sonne fears thou the 11d 
and the Reng , &e. and it they had had their fubſti- 
tuts and chaplins , wee ſhould not haye had fo 
many. glorions tſalmes , and ſuch Divine Medita- 
tions penned by them in holy writ , and ſuch va- 
riety Of prayers, if they had been tyed to a ccrtaine 
read ſervice. Neither would Salomon himſelt have 
turned Preacher, it he had depended upon his chap- 
11as, nor. {0 many pious and profitable precepts Ictt 
recorded in Gods booke.if the Kings in thoſe dyes 
and great Princes , had not in their owne perſons 
taught not cnely their families but their whole 
Kingdomes, and the Church of God and the ſame, 
wee may ſay of all the Saints and feryaats of God 
and of that great and ancient Nobility. 

And truely, it would be the greateſt honour of 
the Nobility , if they would take up that cuitome, 
and follow the practice of thoſe renowned Heros, 
and begin againe to inſtru their owne famili?s, 
which would keep them not onely front infinit 1n- 
COnventences , vaſt expenſes , many dangerous va- 
nities, and make them wiſe in heavenly and carth!y 
things : For David ſayd, 6y thy teſtimonies ani pre- 
c*Þts, I am wiſer then my teachers , and promileth a 
bletIing to al] ſuch as me-dizate in the law ay and met, 
Pſal.r. I fay it would not be beneficiall unto them 
onely 11 heavenly reſpects , but every way » tor by 
teaching their families they would alſo learn » a5 
all Maſters dayly doe, and by this meanes alſo, they 
would perpetuat their names for ever , and bring a 
continuation of blefſiags and beneditions upon 
tieir families , when they ſhall inftrut them in une 
way of the Lord in their youth for then they would 
keepe itro the end. And therefore 1 could hartily 
wiſh , that they would take the word of God into 
their hands, & be a meanes with his ſacred Majeſty 
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$0 eftablik through his Rglemy a preaching mi- 
-miſtry-,/and firſt thruſt out 
«their houſes. and their chaplins thoſe drones with 
4, and take the office of teaching and inſtruting 
their families into their owne hands : for beſides 
the common miſcheiie that comes by both , the 
truth is they are but ſo many hinderances of the 
wth of goodnes amoug them , and rather ſcor- 
pers of godiinefle then inciters to it,who are better 
ar a game of G'ceke, or a pipe of Tobacco , or at 
Mns, or courting a yong Gentlewoman'then at 
good dutyves, and fir for nothing nt reading of ſer- 


vice , which either their Faiconers or Butlers Could 
as well doe. 


And if they know all they would quickly exone- 
rat their families of them, tor they are har ſo many 
ſecret (pics in their houſes, to. intorme their great 
Maſters privatly of all patiages that are under their 
rootes » and how they ttand affected in every patti- 


cular to religion, goodnes , and the proceeding of 


the State; by which many of them haye aby blow, 
and know not howirt' comes, 2nd falfe intrma'tions 
are made againſt thein, to their great prejudice ma- 
ny times , and no man can tell the author, whenin- 
deed itis from the Preiſt that lyeth lurking there 
and that abuſeth them with his treachery, and of 
many of theſe prflages I am moſt certaine and well 
informed ; and'thar this kind! of yermin where- 
Toever they dwell, are not onely the barre of rehgion 
in the family where they arc;þitt alfo in the pariches 
adjacent : for if their be inany a zealons, diligent, 
and paynfull Minifter or a Le@tnrer rhat doth not 
'onely eclypſe their glory , but condemne them for 
their idlenes, which much troubleth the Gentle- 
'men: wherenpon they firſt vilite them commonly 
for-want of learning and Scholirſuip , when not- 
withſtanding they know ten times more the them- 
ſelves, and then azaine they diſgreace theit prea- 
chiny, & fay it is piety firch an ignorant Aﬀe ould 
be ſuffered to hinder the people from their voca- 
tion , and make them mad and diftrat them trom 
their callings , and that it vas never well fince ſuch 
fellowes were ſuffered.and that ſo much preaching 
brought denine ſernuice & the pravers of the church 
into contempt , Gods houſe is catted the houſe. of 
rayer and not of preaching,and thus they learned!y 
E: ſcouts at randomie,& in fine, this mans diligence 
in his hcty profeſſion , is much enuyed by ſuch lafy 
Jozels avd impious wretches as the;nſetnes. { and 
the truth is , they would not have too much 117:1t 
RKicring in the world. ) and therefore they rake rhe 
ſpeedyrit courſe they can ,for the extinguiſhing of 
all ſuch lights, which they can ſodainely efte&t , and 
in ſtead and place of which , they bring-ia and efta- 
blik their common and deuifed ſervice, and take 
ſufficient order by the power of Mr. Pre/ars, that 
they ſhall nor be troubled with overmich prea- 
'ching, and by ſuch wicked courſes as the? arc, doth 


wt fervice booke our of 
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the knowledge of God through the Kingdome de- 
cay , and ignorance abound. and the glorious light 
of the Gofſpell is ſmorhered under a buthell and 
ſackbut, & that jdol fervice'& mens inventions fee 
tp, and preterred before Gods owne ordinances and 
his worſhip and preaching which is onely able tv 
faye our foules , and which the Lord himſelf hath 
appointed for that purpuſe , the contempt of which 
to hichly vtovoketh rhe Lord, that as they have l0- 
ved ignorance more then knowledge ; fo che Lord 
giveth them over to blindnes and hardnes of heart. 
and indewd this SERVICE BOOK E alme, ſonds wore 
ſoules io Hell and the Devill, thin all the / m1phan- [ſc a»d4 
debanshednos 77 Phe Kincdime , and mare up [ib A 4a. 
ftition and Pop Y, then all other princy could © 1147 E 
done, and for what 1ſiy 1am able to give intinite 1. 
tislactory reaſons. | 

Bur ber you ill tell mee, that if this ſervice 
booke 
renowned men and Martyrs would never have had 
ſo revereiiq ani opinion of it , and fo highly have 
p*ayſed and commended it to their freinds. For that 
I anſwer : wee:muſt conſider the times wherein 

they lived , and the hlindnes and darknes univerſall 
that then had overſpred the world and eſpecial! 
this Kingdome. $0 that they rejoyced at rhe leaſt 
beginning of retormation , and: wete glad to ſee any 
parts 'of holy writ ( which had fo long been kept 
trom the people in an nnknowne tongue) to be ſet 
forth intheir vuwne language > that the poore people 
might eeme to the Woe, JA ot it. And a Irimer 
in thoſe dayes you know was a bocke much eſte 
med of, ſo that a great deale of money would have 
been given for onc1n rheir mother tongue, & onely 
becauſe there were ſome prayers that they under- 
ttood, mdthat booke was highly ſet by and com- 
mended altfo by many as hiſtory,and our forefathers 
have told us. Muſt it therefore by and by follow, 
that/all that , which by reverend and learned men 
was, then commended , muſt theretore be accoun- 
ted holy and divine , and be preferred hefure Gods 
owne worſhip? no ſuch matter I promiſe you ! 

1 hole grave worthyes were then glad to connine 
ac many 1mpertections , and commend the Jeaſt 
beginnings -of reformation, and to. countenance 
wharioeacr came out with any good intention,eſpe- 
cially by anthority. Neither perhaps at thar tine, 


did rhey ſee the inconueniences of thar booke , or 


think e that it ſhould be continazed, but trill men 
came to more kaowledo of the rruth:and thererore 
commended it for the prefent , as ſome help. till 
berter came. Veticher indeed con'd they wetl in 
thoſe blind dayes and rimes', fee into all the cor - 
raptions of that da\nnable booke , ta regard they 
themſelucs Were new ly crept out ot tonorance : and 
had thea fo many yre.t and waighty matters to 
tike order for, as they were ogerher hindered 
from that endeauvur, of duly examuning that peece 

| of worke 


ad been a thing ſo malignant, then ſo many | 
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wotke and the homilyes,and the inconvenience 
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©_condemne it, And ip. that as.good;!lates- 
mea vie tadoe, in the abolifiagand ons of 
lawes,which neuer doe till they ſee the, incon- 
yenience of them , and that they are abuſed and the 
common-vealth ſuffereth muc ay them, which as 
þ neas Tis peregined , then forthxich they nals 
j. the. {dif thole worthyes.had uct inguc 
times , and ſcene that idol fernice preferred. before 
the eteruall Goſpell and the preaching of the. ſame, 
aud that Gods owne ordenances and truc ' worthi 
mult giue place ynto ut, l fay had they but ſeenc thete 
things and che millions of Soules that are ſent to 
perdition by that peece of ſeruice , & the ignorance 


and efle of the Preiſts that .are mayntayned 
for he vpholding of gy moſt confidentthey. 


would haue ſo tendere honour of their, greet: 
 God,and would have had fugh. compyſon-of their) 
puore. brethien , . as withall hitle ſapplication, 
they would have beſought his Majeſtic , that ſuch 
an 1dol ſervice might have been abſolutely extermi- 
nated out of the Church, and that, preaching wight 
be advanced , and that a learned and teaching Mi- 
viſtry might: be ſet up through, his dominioas , by 
which not onely ignorance and impicty would. 1m- 
mediatly away, and, his ſubjeQs learne their 
duty of obedience towards God and him , bnt Po- 
pery would ſo decay by it , as there, would geither 
need Courts or fines to trouble them : for that 
blind religion could never yet abide the light of 
the Golpell , ſo that ſet up 1n any towne or village 
in the kingdome where Yapiſts dwell, an able aad 
learned Miniſter and a diligent preacher ,,you ſhall 
nced no other thing to make them remoye, for that 
is conviction enough (and this the' adyancers of 
Popery know very well.) aud thexejore it the de- 
netit of the one and the inconveuicacics .of the 
other might be waighed: we ſhould then ſee there 
is great reaſon, to deſire the removing of the [cx- 
vice,and the eſtabliſhing of preaching. 


But that 1 naay yer a little further anſwer to the 
obietion., and in the Prelats owne language and 
rearmes, for 1 am pretily well acquaynted with all 
their grolleries. Yon know very well, how much 
they magnify the ſeruice booke and homilyes , and 
that the lealt negle& of either,or oftence again 
cither is puniſhed, with greater ſcuerite then the 

| breach of all Gods commaudenments , or the Kings 
ſtatuts,& julteſt lawes. Withall, yowkaow likes 1fc, 
that they vilify al! preachiag in compariſon of the, 
and call theix ſeruice Gods worthhip , and. Gods fer- 
uice.and gape it out ſo wide in their courts , as you 
may put a white loafe in their mouthes: and then 
they beake comemptuouſly of preachiag - and cal 


& V 


that-might come 2 . and the hurt that they 

anight Cr; - roy eface the apparent demon- £ 
ation of all, which .th (SFIEs, Canada then 

| dj they did as 
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it babbling and prating, & a thouſand 
termes they give. it , a3 1 haye often heard :; Bur for 
he ſervice and homilies , 1 ſay and their owne in. 
ventions, they muſt be advanced; and onely magni. 
fyed. anc thoſe that neglett them, muſt be contens. 
oo of the Church and deſpiſers of order and ay. 
Ority, 
And then they fall za commending thoſe Bithops 
that firſt made the ſervice and homites » that to 
were moſt godly and reyerend Fathers , and ſuch 1; 
had hononred the truth with the lolle of their lives, 
and. had ſealed it with their blouds, and yet theſe 
renowned men ſay they, left theſe learned Homilies 
& this Divine Service to us,& this was the doQrine 
of the Church of Englaad, which they were ſworne 
to matntaive,and which they would doe, to the ut- 
moſt drop of their blood: & therefore thac ſuch fel- 
lowes as neglett that Divine Service or ſpeak unte- 
renr'y of 1t,or againſt it, or the Homilies,they are 
al Nga of ſeyexe cenſuze from the Church , and 
ought to be Ipewed out of all,Chriſtian Society, and 
ſd they. caſt, them. out indeed : and for their owwne 
damaable purpoſes , they can make the lealt thing, 
matter ſufficient. enough for the ſupprelſing of the 
Goſpell and advancgmeat of theic good ſtufie , and 
tor the better colouring of their proceedings , thea 
they pretend: they have thoſe reveread Martyrs for 
their examples whoicommended unto them this 
[3tvice and diſcipline. Vid-4 
But 1 pray take notice , on the other fide , how 
they can for theic owne ends and advantage » when 
tliey have a —_ to fileace Tome famous and di- 
ligent Minifter , make nothing neither of the Ho- 
milies, nor of thoſe reverend Martyrs which at 
other times they ſo much predicat. And allthough 
hee neyer taught any thing againſt cither their dil- 
Cipline,or:their church,or doctrine,or homilics» but 
rather for the adyance of a!l, that matters not he is 
a great and, diligent preacher , and that my Cannot 
abide, for they ſay, ere is too much preac wing all- 
ready, and in that cauſe the homilics tor the jultit- 
cation of his doQtrine, can doe him no good. And 
now yow ſhall give mee leave co make relation vn- 
ty You of one bulines , the ſtory of which ought 
ever to be upon record. 
Thece was a Miniſter not long ſince» who to my 
knowledge for his learning , was inferior to fev 18 
the Kingdome, a moſt diligent, paynefull and faith 
full preacher of Gods word he was , and a right 


ign0minious 


ſt .downe Conformiſt; and a man otherwiſe of an ua- 


blameable life and ſweet converſation , who won 
the hearts of great and ſmall to the loye of the 
truth , To that he did by his Miaifltry more ood 
then all the Biſhops in England put .togethec - both 
in the towne where he dwelt, and the pariſhes co": 
thereabouts : all ;rhich was very il 
taken, and many feareful! complaints were made 


againſt him to the Prelats , that he ſeduced the 
peopic, 
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and bred ahondance of Puritans , ſo that the Homilies in this matrer might well have been 


"Mey ſercontinuall ſpies for the intrapping of him, filent. So that whatſoever the advocate alleged ou: 


which they were a long time. about before they of the Homily, it my#tbe no longer the dottrine of 
ould cffett, at laſt upon an occaſion, he began roen- the Church of England , then they will have ic and 
'» F ph againſt the corruptions of the times, & among it terve for their turnes according to the common 
"Sher thing worſhipping of Altars & Crucitixes, Ta- faying, drinke claret, and have the goute,and drinke 
Hes,&cc. & ſaid withall,that pictures & images ought no claret and have the goute: ſo have the Homi- 
20 be remoued out of Churches , aud all ſuch occa- lies for your doftrine, or have none if yon be a di- 
1 ons of idolatry : which was matrer enough to have ligent preacher, at one time or other you will be - 
extinguiſhed twenty ſuch l:ghts, and this was the lenced. Bupto the purpoſe, 1 ſay, ifthey will notbe 
principall occaſion to my knowledge , of mounting tyed to the authority of the Martyrs themſelves, to 
into the high Commitlion Court , ſome other think every thing good that they allowed of, why 
yoore pretences indeed they had , but all fo trivial] then ſhould wee be tyed or conſtrained to allow all 
8 they themſelves, thought not ſufficient ground in that they did or commended ? 
m for to g0C tO cenſure , and therefore poſted a a good ro take notice of the Trelats proceedings 
uivant into the countrey (an ordinary cuſtome in all things, they deale with thoſe good Biſhops & 
ics) to; rob and pillage his ſtudy. (which he glorious Martyrs,as they deale with Calvin that ever 
r ſuſpeQed) and to take away all his papers and renowned Divine , whom they immortally hate. If 
s, to ſee if by them they could further enſnare in any thing he favours their proceedings as in the 
intrap him , ſuch is the devilliſhnes of that cruell matter about the 4 Commandement, then they ſay 
quiſition ; but they could find nothing in all them reverend Mr. lohn Calvin was of this mind , but at 
inſt him; ſo that they were conſtrained , to ſtick other times in their opea courts, they call hin: baſe 
their firſt informations, | tellow and vilify him moſt unchriſtianly, and abuſe 
, Bur now ſee the jeaſt F when this man come te him in every pulpit > as 15 well knowne. So in like 
"_ his defence , he fiyes to the dofrine of the maner they dcale with thoſe holy Martyrs ,. when 
'Church of England , for he knew well enough that they ſerve their turnes then they are reverend Mar- 


the Scripture in this cauſe , would doe. him little tyrs,and were icarned men,and at other times,their 


, for that they had not long before adjudged ations may well be called in queſtion, atid many 
Scripture to be the refuge of all hereticks and things in their Homilies not to be allowed of, 
Ehiſmaricks , therefore I ſiy , he flyes to the homi- + Truely it is a fearetull thing to behold theſe mens 

s, out ef-which they fetche the doarine of the proceedings. It in the leaſt thing they conceive you 
haurch of England, and by which they confirme the have done againit the Homilies, then they are mag- 
ame, and by the homilics themſelves he proves his nified , and you goe to pot , but if you produce the 
lotrine ſo Rrong , for the removing of images and Homiltes for your uchoricy » then the authors of 
res and the taking away of all cccaſions of 'id9- them are traduced as men that writ them in the 
,45 the adyocate averred, he knew not what de- time of ignorance , and their teſtimony not worthy 
nce could be made more ſure and ſubſtantiall , or to be taken. And to {peake as the mater is , in rea- 
to be excepted againſt ; and ſo ſaid all that ſaw lity . ſometime poore Latamer that worthy Martyr, 
d the ſtanders by at his araignment, rauſt be a doating ignorant Aſle with them,and one 
| Now whenit came to the pleading , the adyocate that publiſhed that 1a his ſermons was filly , and no 
ake as much as he durſt + for he knew the Prelats way beſeeming a Biſhop of the Church, and the reſt 
p rpoſc,was to cruſh him, & did alledge the homily of that glorious company muſt be with them men 
punctual] '. But now heare the Prelats, concer- ot ao great reputation, nay it is qua({tionable amo W 
ting the dodrine of the Church of England & theis them , whether in their ſufferings they played the 
lomilies , the authers of which at other times are wiſemen or no you cannot be ignorant that not long 
ve reverend Martyrs with them. They confeſt in- ſince,there was an Epiſcopall felſow, a Preiſt as they 
4 *d that the Homilies were made by learned for now terme them with fome othets ot his com- 
irtimes and much honoured men, and that had panions that coming. into the chamber of one of 
teſerved well from the Church, but with all , they bis owne order t9 be merry, and to play the good 
Wd there were many things in the Homilies, w hich fellowes, and ſeeing there ina table the pifure of 
n glt well have been lettouts and that if every all thoſe revertend Fathers and Martyrs that (uficred 
n might have recourſe unto the Homilies in this 3n Queene Maryes dayes: he by and by ſaid , what 
{then all ornamencs cf the Church, amongſt dot thou vith the pitture of theſe fanatical! 2::d 
hich imoges and pictures were ſome, ſhould by ad brainfick fellowes in thy chamber? upon which the 
y be thruſt out, and Churches defaced , and they Minifter t ugh none of the greateſt zelots replied, 
t remember there was one not miry yeares what doeſt thou thinke theſe mad men , that tealed 
cenſured in the Starchamber , for breaking the truth with their blood ? if thy father (who alſo 
ne a picture in a glaſle window , and therefore was a_Maniſter) knew _ he would not ny 
| Fo | þ tiIccy 
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us 
thee - his ſon ynder his roofe ; and for my 
art ſayth he . if thou wert not in mine owne cham- 

, 1 would kicke thee, v hich words , he ex- 
efting no ſuch anſwer from him, nor no ſuch wel- 
Come - told him , that for his part he ſpake as he had 
learned from their great Maſters at Cambridge , and 
thoſe learned clarks ; and that in ſo ſpeaking he was 
but their diſciple. And this I thinke thoſe that rela- 
red it will not deny-for it was talked over towne and 
country as you well know. 

By all which you may perceive what opinion the 
Prelats and Preitts have at other times of thoſe re- 
nowned heroes; whatſoever they pretend in publick, 
and indeed the moſt of them and at Cambridge and 
Oxford account of our Martyrs but as the Papiſts 


doe , men rather mad then judicious : yet for their 


owne ends.and for the advancement of their Diuine 
ſervice , they canat other times highly extoll them, 
and pretend their autority , to doe miſcheife*againſt 
the deareſt children of God , which abominable hy- 
pocrily of theirs the Lord will one day judge. But in 
the mean time you may take notice of their unchri- 
ſian dealing , both for the countenancing of igno- 
xance and ſuperſtition , and the eſtabliſhing of their 
Service booke , which indeed ſerves to no other end 
but for the advancement of Popery , and the hag 
away the light of knowledge the word of God , an 
this hath been the antient policy and indeavour of 
the Devill and his iuſtruments , continually ; and 
eould they once nullifie the autority of Gods word, 
by diſgracing of it, or alltogether extinguiſh it , then 
they propound ſecurity unto themſelves and ruine 
to others , and this I fay , hath ever been one of the 
grand imployments of the Devill and the Pope , to 
take away the keys of knowledge out of the hands 
of men,and to ſmother the light of the word of God 
the holy Scriptures , and to ſet up ſuch ſervice of 
their owne deviſing in congregations and aſſemblies 
with which the common people might be amuſed, 
and by which they might be kept trom the Scrip- 
_ tures and the af £13999, wha the ſame , and therefore 
Antichriſt for his part,hee locks them up from them 
in an uaknowne tongue , and for his abetters and 
followers they doe their beſt that the people may be 
as little acquainted with them as may be. And as 
the Devils and the Popes knavery was ſeenc in this, 
ſo it was none of the leaſt Stcatagems they uſcd to 
keepe the learned men themſclves, from the know- 
ledge and love of the Scriptures , which at laſt they 
got out of their fingers alſo by an excellent ſlight. 
or firſt they inflamed them with a love of wordly 
honour and ambition , which they promiſed them, 
xf they would be fiudious of antiquity , and then 
they bred in their minds a venerable opigjon of the 
ancient Fathers, and a great admiration of them-and 
made them take themſelves wholy to the ſtudy and 
reading of them , whoare the ſeminaries of hereſy 
. nd tion, and the cauſe of all yaine jangling 
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diſputes; and by this meanes they came to negle& 
the Scriptures, whoare our onely Fathers, and co 
which woe are ſentby Chriſt himſelf for inſtruction, 

And next after the Fathers,they brought in a phi. 
loſophicall Divinity into the Church and Schooles, 
vaine and idle diſputations , ſuch as were abſolut! 
by the Apoſtle forbid, and with both theſe they 
tooke up the whole world of the learned. $0 that the 

reateſt wits that might have been moſt profitable 
1n the Church of God and inall Common-wealths, 
were totally imployed in Scholaſticall fopperies, and 
ſo intangled in them , that the knowledge of the 
word of God, and ſaving truthes was aot knowne 
among them , nor hath not been theſe many genera- 
tions, So that the ignorance of the word of God, 
was the cauſe of allimpiety ſuperſtition . idolatry, 
and all the abomination in which the whole world 
lay drowned. For when the Devill and Antichriſt 
had obtained their ends in aboliſhing the Scripture, 
they could then doe any thing, for the Scriptures of 
the old and new Teſtament, & the faithfull teachers 
and Miniſters of the Goſpell,were the two witnelles, 
which were left to convince the world of tin aud 
error, and to direns,by their teſtimony in the way 
of truth. But ofthis buſineſle, ſo great and ſo waigh- 
ty,whercin Satan & the Pope rooke ſo much paynes, 
let us heare what royall and learned King lames 
fayes , our King and Maſter, I will fet downe his 
ſpeech at large in his owne regall expreſſion in his 
thrice learned Apology ro all Chriſtian Monarch free 
Princes and States, in the 73 page in theſe-words. 

And baving now refuted that idle fable ; that thiſ? 
two witneſſes Were Enoch and Elias : tt falleth mee next 
to gueſſe , what in my opinion thould be meant by them. 1 
confejſe, 1t u farre eaſter torefute ſuch a groundles fable ad 
thus 14, contrary to all grounds of Divinity and Reaſon,then to 
ſet downe a true interpretation of ſo high & dark a myſtery, 
Avd therefore as 1 will mt preſume to bind any other man 
to my opinion berein ,f hu one reaſon lead hum not there- 
wnto, ſo thail 1 propone ſuch probable conjettures, as ( 1 hope) 
thall be free from hereſy, or unlaw full carioſity. In 119 a+ 
vers fachtons may the myilery of theſe witne(jes be law fully 
and probably inte preted , in my opinion. UVhereof the one 
u.tbat by theſe two witneſſes rhould be meant the old and 
new Teftaments, For as the Antichriſt cannot cinſe but be 
an adverſary to the word of God , above all things . ſo will 
he omt no endeavour to diſgrace , corrupt , ſupproſſe and at» 
ftroy the ſame. And now whetber thu Booke of the 1180 
Tettaments, or two witneſſes of Chrith , have ſuffered an 
violence by the Babylonian Monarchy or not ; 1 need ſay 
nothing » Res pſa loquitur. 1 will not weary you Wh 
recounting theſe Common Places uſed for diſgracing 1t : 4 
calling ut 4 Noſe of Wax, a dead Litter, a Leaden rule, 

a Inmdreth ſuch like phraſes of reproach. But how fr the 
Traditions of men, and authority of the Church are prefer 
to theſe witneſſes, doth ſuffictently appoare in the Baby(uuan 
doitrine. And af there Were no more but that little 
With that prety Inſcription , De 1'Iniuffiſance de _ 
614 
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witare Sainte, it enough to prove it. And 4s to the 
rrupting thereof, the corruption; of the old Lanin tranflation 
"muff nor be correfted , thaugh it bid evertere domum , an 
ef everrere , for ſeeing of 4 peny s And though it 

of Þohn. , Sic eum yolo manere donec veniam , 1» 

of Si , though it be knowne a plaine lie,and that the 

$87 wext word: of the Text diſprove the ſame. Nay, ſo farre 
"nf wee be For correfting it, as that the vulgar Tranſla- 
on w9oſt be preferred by Catholiker, to the Bible in the owne 
Original tongue. And tu 1t [4 ſmail corrupting of Scriptures 
'Þ make all, or the moit part of the .Apocrypha of equall faith 
LWPith the Canonical Scriptures, contrary to the Fathers 9p1- 
"Wous and Decrees of ancient Councels ? And what blaſ” 
: ws corrupring of Scripture us it, to tune Dominus 
Domſna » throughout the whole Pſalmes ? And thus 

"wr Ladyes Pſalter was lately reprinted in Paru. L not 
this to confound (hritts perſon with hers ? And as for ſup- 


T's 


| xp of the Sertptures ; how many hundreth yeares were 
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eople kept in ſuch blindnes, as theſe witneſſes were all- 


unknow ne ? for. the Laicks durſt not,being forbidden, 
and the maft part of the Clergy , either Wauld or could net 
wells with them. 

* Thus weretheſs two witneſſes of Chriſt (whom of hin- 
Biffarrh. Scrutamini Scripturas , illz enim teltimo- 
nium perhibenc de me. ) Toeſe rwo Oltves bringing 
| to all the beleevers, even peace of Conſcience : Theſe 
wo Candieflicks landing i the ſight of God , and giving 
| to the Nations 3 repreſented by Candleftichs even in 
the very order of the Roman Maſſe : Thus were theſe two 
Witne(/e; (1 ſay) diſgraced , corrupted and ſuppreſſed (nay, 
| ed & ſilenced , as he was brent Fc an heretihe 

preſume to looke upon them) kept cloſe in a ſtrange 

that they might not be underſtood, Legends and lying 

| s ſupplying their place in the Pulpit. And ſo did 
their "Bodies lie in the Streets of the great Citve , ſpiritually 
Podeme » for ſpiritual formcation whic' u idolatry , ſpurt- 
mually Egypt , for bringing the Saints of God in bondage of 
human traditions ( Quare oneramim ritibus? ) Ss dd 
their bodies (1 ſay) lic 3 dayesr & 4 half, that is,the halfe of 
that ſpirituall weeks between Chriſt bn firſt and ſecond co- 
{ging , and a4 dead carkaſes indeed did the Scriptures then 
he Without 4 monument , being layd open to all contempt, 
or 4llaoſt by none , wnderſteod by as few ; nay', mo 

FI call for them for feare of punshment , as I have 

ſaid. And thus lying dead, as 1t Were, without life 

W vigour (a4 the Law of God did ill it was rewived in 
js time.) The inhabitants of the earth , that is, Wordly 
rejoiced and ſent gifts to other » for goy that their flehiy 
1 44 101 ne more 4 Wed , nor curbed by that two 
ſword : for they were now ſure , that to doe what 
would , their purſe would procure them pardons from 
fon. Omnia vzniatia Romz ; /o 4s men needed no 
to look, up 10 heaven , but dorwne in ther purſes to find 
Pardons. Nay's What needed any more ſuing to heaven , or 
Making it by violence and fervency of Zeale z When the 
f ;% 3s came aud offered themſelves at every mans doores? 
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bs diverſe ſpirituall men vanted themſelyes , Fas the) 
netber wlecfleed Old Tolament mer Nety. 
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Thus Were theſe two Witneſſes uſed in the ſceond half 
of this Sprrituall week + Who in the firfÞ halfe thereof 
were clad in Sackloth > that u, preached repentance to 
Nations , for the ſpace of five or fix bundreth yaares aftee 
Christ ; G»ud making hu word or Witneſſe ſo triumph , n1- 
ding upon the white Horſe in the time of the Primunve 
Church , as that they overcame all that oppoſed themſelves 
unto it beating downe every high thing ,as Taul ſaith z ex- 
cluding from heaven all that beleeve mot therein : as ftrong*+ 
ly with the ſpirituall fire thereof, comvincing the ſtiffe-nee- 
ked pride of unbeleevers, ar ever Moſes or Eltas did, by the 
plagues of Egypt and famine, convince the rebelliows Eg yp- 
11ans and fliffe-necked If aclites, 

Neither chall it be enough to diſgrace , 0917 14pt and ſip- 
prejſe them ; but killed muſt they be at the lai. To wich 
purpoſe comerh forth Cenſura generalis, ut mucrone 
cenſorio jugulare cas poſlit z and carteth their throats 
endeed. For the Author ordaineth all Tranilations , bus 
their ewne, to be burnt , which u yet common!y practiſed ; 
nay he profeſſeth,he cometh nat to correct but to deſtroy them, 
controling and calling every place of Scripture Hereticalls 
that diſagreeth from their Traditions ( With allmeſt as many 
foule words and railing epiphets, as the (ardinall bejlaw er 
on my .Apolorie ) not ruling, nor interpreting Scripture by 
Scripture , but making their Traditions to be ſuch a tot40- 
ſtone for it ; a« he condenmeth of Hrroſie , not oncly thoſe 
places of Scripture that he crteth,but layeth the ſame general? 
condemnation upon all ether the like placer whereſoeves 
they be written 1% the Scriptures. Aud yet ( praiſcd he 
God) we begin now with our eyes, a our predeceſſors have 
done in ſome ages before to ſee theſe witneſſes 1ſe againes 
and thine in their former glory: God, as it were , ſetting. 
them up againe pon their feet , and raiſing they ts the he&- 
vens 1n 4 triumphall cloud of glory, like Elias hu ftery cs 
rut. UVhich exalting of the Goſpel! agaime, hath bred ſuc 
an earthquake and al terarion amongi many Natzons * 44 4 
tenth part, or a good portuon of theſe that were in ſibye(lios 
ts that great City,to wit,”Babylon,are fallen from her, ſeven 
thouſand that u,many thouſands having beew killed upon the 
occaſion of that great alteration 3 C7 many others converted 
'o the feare of God , and giving glory in the Gd of heaven. 
Thu now « one of the wayes , by which ( 1 thinke) this 
place of Scripture may be law fully & probably imerpreted. 

The other u more common , and ſeemeth more literally to 
agree with the Text. And thu u to interpret,not the word 
of God , but the Preachers thereof to be meant by theſe wit- 
n'(ſes. Few they were that firit began 40 reveale the man 
of Sin , and therefore well deſcribed by the number of two 
witneſſes: Nam in ore duorum aut trium teſtium 
ſtabit omine verbum. And #n no greater number 1 ere 
they that begun this work , then the greamnes of the errand 
did neceſſarily require. They propiecied in Sackeloth , for 
they preached repemance. That diverſe of them ere put 
to eruell deaths, is mtorious to the eporld : And likewiſe 
that (1n the perſons of their Succ»ſſors in dotkcine ) they aroſe 
araine ; and that in ſuch power and efficacy 4s 15 mare 

then miraculous. For where it 17 accounted ih the Scertp« 
tires @ miraculous works of God wrought by 11s holy 
C 2 Spirit, 
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+, when the Apefile 8. Peter converted about three Was ſod init.is alſo good; andif the one , then the 
and in one day, theſe Wirn-ſſes 1 ſpeake of, by the force other : and what ſhewed arguments the Papiſts make 


ſame Spirit, converted many mughty Nations in few 
geares ; Who ſtill contivive prayſing God , that he hath delt- 
pred us from the tyranny of .Aniuchriit that raugneth ever 
chat great (ity , and wit) 4 full cry proclatming. Goe out 
of ber my people , leat? yee be partaker of her finnes and of 
ber plagues, Let thersfors theſe Miracie-mongers that ſur - 
fer the world, and, raiſe the price of pap: dayly, with ſet- 
tins forth old, though new gilded Muracles and Legends of 
lier. Let ſacl; (1fay) comfider of this great and wonderful! 
Airacte inderd , and to their chame compare ut with their 
ultry wares. 

And theſe are the very words of a renowned and 

learned King , in which he hath fully ſet downe the 
double diligence of the Devill & Father Antichriſt, 
and their continuall care and induſtry for the abo- 
«6 role: Scripture, and the extinguiſhing of the 
everlaſting Goſoelt And this hath ever been their 
art, and is their ſtudy to this day and of all their 
complices, But indoing of it ,it is ever with great 
craft , it ſhall be pretended it is toavoid errors and 
ſchiſmes and tations in States , which the word of 
God amongſt them is ever prerended to be cauſe of, 
and thus from ſuch grave and waighty reaſons of 
State and Policy, and then alſo, under pretence of 
unitormity , ang advancing of prayer and devocion, 
and bringing men under obedience to authority and 
ſuch like whimſesthey thraft our the word of God, 
aod eſtabliſh their owne- inventions , and the very 
ſame pradices are now uſed by the Prelats , for the 
exc'uding out of the word, and the Ip, > in and 
ſetting area idol ſervice which is ſufhcicntly 
manifeſt by their daily complaints : for they ſay 
there is too much preaching. It is the light of truth, 
xr feemesthat is ſuch an eye-ſore to all Pontificians, 
they cannot ſo long as that is upheld , doe that they 
intend . and therefore, they bring-ina multitude of 
ſet prayers,which they bind and force the people by 
great penalties and puniſhments to attend unto, 
while they ſhould heare the word of God and the 
interpretation of the ſame , by which they ſhould be 
inſtruged rightly to pray aud orderly to lead their 
lives. And by theſe their inventions which no way 
edify men either in the knowledge or prattice of 
Chriſtianity .. (as dayly experience teacheth) they 
keepe the poore people in intolerable blindnes and 
ignorance , which alone, were cauſe juſt enough to 
remove itz 

But tharisnorall , but it brings ln Popery againe 
and other great corruptions and innovations,all dan- 
geroas and hurtfull ro a State and Kingdome , and 
nuſleth the Papiſts ſtill in their errors and ſuperſti- 
tion and makes them like the bertec of all the abo- 

minatioas of Babylon : for they ſeeing that all che 
ceremonies ornaments and ſervice it fe!f of our 
Church is borrowed from them, they by j& by con- 


clude that if the porridge be good the Devill that 


from the harmony that is 
boliſing with them , thoſe that are acquainted with 


tween ys.and our ſym- 


them can well tell. 

Beſides as I faid before, this idle ſervice.and the 
corrupt diſcipline,brings-in 'afy and illiterat Preiſts: 
for the PreJars lay» there 15 to much preaching, and 

ainſull and laborious Miniſters are thruſt out and 
Llenced every where.& the ſ{chooles ſee this, & ther- 
fore they ſtuay nothing but coformity ro the times, 
& how topet two or three good livings : as for lear- 
ning they are ſtrangers to it, neither doe they ſee any 
need ot 1t,many of them.not knowing the very ſhell 
of it -as 1t 15 well knowne to the common advert. 
ries. And all men know,it is not learning that a man 
is now promoted for,but remporiſing » which le{lon 
our univeriities have learned very weil, to their eter- 
nall ſhame be ir ſpoken. Neither indeed is there 
any reputed in England learned or feared among 
the Yopith Freiſts and Ieſuits, but the preaching 
Miniſters , and therefore they ſeeke the difgracing 
and rooting oft chem out continually, y 

For comiaon reaſon tells them , that if anybe 
learned, it is they and they onely. For inthe atrai- 
ning to learning of what kind 1oever it be, there 
muit in the learner be an inclination to it ; for » 
vita Minerva there can nothing be done : and there 
muſt alſo be a love to it, to Rirre up this inclination: 
ſo that where there wants a propenſity and an in- 
cligation, and a love to learning 1a a man, there can 
be no deep learning ever looked for in him. Se- 
condly, as there muſt be a proclivity and love to 
learning » in whomfoever will attaine it , ſo there 
mult be diligence and induſtry and uſing all the 
meanes torthe acquiring of it, both for the getting 
keeping Of it , and all hinderances & impediments 
muit be taken away and removed , by ſuch as affect 
either tO get orkeep learning , and moſt certaine it 
is - 12 whom thele qualiries are wanting » there we 
may never looke. tor great or profound lcaraing 
and icholacſtup. ; 

Now tor the generality of the Preifts in England- 
it is wel knowne that they are of the inferior pec- 
ple - whoſe parents make them Scholars onely , for 
the getting of them livings, and beneficzs, andrbeir 
childten theniſelves alſo haveno further aymes and 
ends intheir (tudies,but their preferment, which it 
they could atraine any other way, they would nevet 
beate their braines about learning , ſo that the hope 
of a living is the cheife inſtigation that puts them 
upon the itudy of Divinity , having neither a ove 
por an inclination to it. Neither do they uſe any 
great induitry in their ſtudy , except it be forthe 
getting ot a name for ſome flaſhes of ſeeming leat- 
ning» or Krong lines 3 and their cheife times ſpent 
in, wayting upon the Court,or keeping company Ct 
haunting of drinking Schooles all good and _ 
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nary wayes now of promotion ; and having once they grow bigger they grow to a greater love of it, 


axtained two or three livings which was their aime, 
the they fit downe & take their pleaſure-if they ſeek 
not farther preterment, and tor mare learning they 
trouble not their thought about it, And all this the 
Ieſuins know very well, and that fuch fellows will 
neve4 ſhake the walls of their tottering Babel , with 
whom it it may be a meanes of far her adyance- 
ment to them,they can well accord, 

But the Furitans are the men moſt} feared ro my 
knowledg,by all Fapifis and moſt deadly hated of all 
Fontificians ,and all ſuch as neither tcare God nor 
honour their King but in word , nor love the Reli- 
gion eſtabliſhed , nor- with well untg Sion , amongſt 
the whichare all thoſe that are ſpaniol1zed and any 
wayes affet Komanality , from which the Armi- 
n!ans are not farre none of theſe 1 ſay but hate 
them , they terme Puritans , worſe then they hate a 
toade; and 1 will tell you the reaſon of all this in 
my Anatomy of the Frelats , for indeed they onely 
hinder their Catholike proceedings, and being good 
compatriots are obſtacles to their univerfall Monar- 
chy, anda 1 that are nor that way inclined , they are 
with them deteſtable men, Now the Puritans are 
ſuch as truly love their Godstheir King, their Coun- 
trey,and are and will be oppolers to the death,ot the 
enimics of either , as all thoſe that are Babylonians 
& Spaniolized are, and that they know well enough, 
and that they are the onely bave of Popery.For they 
are wellinſiruted firſt by their patents trom their 
very infancy as Timothy was by his [Aa 10427 

y Scriptures, 
and the love of them , by which they are taught tv 
feare God & honour the King, & after that, they ſee 
and looke that they be brought up under the woſt 
ſufficiently learned and godly Schovlemaſters infhe 
Kingdome, where they are taught, bred up, & difci- 
plined in the beſt maner and daily catechifſed & in- 
doctrinated in the grounds of Religion, & under the 
painefulleſt Minifters & Paſtors that they can heare 
of: & are frequently examined of the progreſſe,they 
make in their holy profcthion and rehgion , withall 
they make them bring home their notes from all 
the ſermons they heare , and repeat them in the f1- 
milies where they dwell, or in their parents houſes. 
So that, as farre as by their tender yeares they are ca- 
them 
with abilities to help their inclination to what kind 
of learning ſocyer 1it be. 

And it is wonderful] many times/to ſce,what ver- 
tuous education can doe , for it makes boyes as'tar 
exceed one an other , as a Courtier doth a peſant, 
which the youth ſome times take notice of , and the 

aiſe that they heare of themſelves, ſtirres up with 
an thetn, more generous thoughts to goe a little fur- 
ther io the pathes of yertue & bes. , and ſuch 
ſweetnes many of them ©..d , in a godly courſe and 
Rte even ia thoſe young & ſprouting yeales 2 that as 


& all Divine knowledge & loarning, and to a feryent 
ſtudy & endeavour of attaining it, And their parents. 
to ſecond this , and further them init furniſh thena 
with all things-that they may have no impedimeats 
to hinder them, and uſe the beſt meanes they can for 
the getting the beſt tutors for piety zeale learning, 
and yood cariage inthe Vaiverſities, by whote doc- 
trine precepts & examples they may be,inſtituted & 
further directed, and then they procure them all the 
mott orthodox and learned books which they tu- 
diouſly read with the Scriptures » to the tudy of 
which they wholy conſecrat their lives , the foun- 
taines of all Divine learning , which of themſelves 
alone, are able to make the man ot God pertect and 
throughly turniſhed unto all good works, 1.'Tim.z. 
ver.17, and in this ſtudy they are very laborious and 
marvellous induttrious, declining all avokemeats & 
hinderances from this holy imployment, all eheir 
ambition ariſing no higher, nor carrying thera to 
farther aimes,but to be able to teachand inltrutt the 
ople in the wayes of God, and this is all they at- 
tea : and when they are -alled to any place in the 
Miniſtry, they content themſelves with-it be it ne- 
yer ſo meanc, they ſeeke ucither riting in the world 
nor church prefe;ments (as they call them) they 
onely deſire to know Chriſt and him crucified , and 
to thrive and increaſe in the knowledge of God and/ 
of themſelves, and how to inſtruct and buid up the 
poore people committed unto their charge. 
And it any of them have two livings or more , it 
is not ſrom worldly ends, but out ot mere love t9 
the ſoules of men.and that they 'might put ſome la- 
borious paynefu'l and Taithfull Minifter in the one, 
that will have a care of the flock, while he feeds the 
other, & by this meanes may keep our a laſy droane, 
and unprofitable hireling, that caxes for nothing but 
the ficece. And had they nor Miele good intentionss 
they would never ſo much as aflent unto the corrup- 
tions of pluralities & totquots. Theſe poore Puritans 
arc induitriouſly diligent giving attendance » 79 re#- 
ding ,to exlortation,to dottrin:, 1,1 1.4.13. by all which 
learning is both attainedvand kept , Gods bleffing 
going alcng withir, & ſo they goe from leaching to 
learning, and prove the learned men indeed, & juck 
a5 are able to maintaine the doctrine of the Goſpel! 
and the true religion agaialt all adverſaries, as dayly 
experience texcheth us , and this makes the 1cſuits 
and Popelins f» to hate and maligne them. 
\Whereas Epiſcopall fellows and fuch as gape aft- 
ter preferment and wordly promotion » they onely 
have a name that they live and ate learned , when 
to ſpeake the truth, they nevec had either incl- 
nition or loys to it, or at{etion to the (acred ftu- 
dy of Divinity , but made ule of it , as ofa block to 
get up to preferment and honouw ; as for their ftu- 
ies,mmany of them know not the way to themgbeing 
oftact in a drinking ſyhoole , they at thei bookes, 
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_ and if chey ſtudy ar anytime it is to defend either 
Popery , or Actainizaitne » or ſome novelties that 
are now coming and ſpringing up,and that may help 
to re and adyance them. But ſtable and certaine 
they ate » in nothing as quotidian experience tea- 
cheth us , and the praRtice of both the Vniverſities, 
where there is ſuch an inundation of Superſtition, 
Popery , —_— opinions, Libertiniſme, with 
_ ſcorning of all Religion and Godlines , that ir is la- 
mentable to behold or heare of. And how can it be 
orherwiſe if we conſider how for the generality of 
them they were bred up in ignorance ot religion, & 
in the blindeſt corners of the Kingdome before they 
came thither , where they had nothing but common 
ayers , and their fecvice; and if we waigh likewiſe, 
the cletions and chooſing of their Governers in 
thoſe places , where there is allmoſt none made 
Maſters of houſes, but ſuch as for ſuperſtition, luxu- 
ry - and debauſhednes are fir for nothing but to cor- 
rupt the youth, by ereQing of crucitixes, altars, and 
the worſhipping of the ſame , to which with their 
examples, we may add their diſcipline and dogrine, 
all which «d:ficant ad gehennam, and tend to the adul- 
terating of the whole Kingdome , neither can it ,be 
otherwiſe : for when the fountaines are polluted, 
and when the Profeflors of Divinity , which are the 
rteachers of the youth goe before them in ſetting & 
preaching up human iuventions,and taake long ora- 
_ tions in the commendations of that curſed enimy 
of the truth & grand impoſter, Bellarmine 1 meane. 
that blaſphemous mouth, that compared the blefled 
word of Gud to the Alkeron of the Turks , and 1a- 
boured to overthrow all ſaving dofrine with Kingly 
dignity- and infe&ted the world with damnable er- 
xors; I ſay when ſuch as hee muſt haye excellent 
orations made in his commendations , with all the 
Khetorick their invention can find , and he muſt be 
the reverend and learned Cardinal! , renowned and 
Jearned Bellarmine : and poore Calvin and all our 
moſt Orthodox Divines , muſt be ſpued npon with 
contumelies,-which unworthy Profeſſors ought not 
onely to be expulit the Yniverſity, bur excluded out 
of the fellowthip and company of all ſuch as love 
Orthodox Divinity and the honour of Chriſt and the 
bleſſed Goſpel! ofrruth and peace. And if it would 
pleaſe the King and State], rorake notice of ſuch 
remporiſers and make them preſidents to all ſuccee- 
ding ages.as it wouldtend ro the immortall honour 
of So Kingdome, ſo it would for future time de- 
terre ſuch ſycophants from the like attempr. 


For moſt certaine it is , when ſach opinious of 

Mlarmine that Sophiſter , and ſuch as he is, arc in- 
Killed into the minds of youth, and a prejudice of 
truely learned and reyercad Calvin, and other ta- 
mous and great Divines , is begot with in their 
breaſts ; and when none but Ieſuits , Schoote-men, 
Arminians,Sociniags,and ſuch like Mountibaaks arc 
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pur in their hands in ftead of the holy Script 
and Orthodox writers : and when their Ara 7 par-ong 
ly raken - in thefe authors , which ſhould be ſpcnr 
in the ſtudy of the Scriptures ; How can it allmo# 
p_y be,without a divine & ſpecial! preſervation, 
ut the whole youth ſhould be tainted with gimna- 
ble errors and hereſftes ? For what can they learne ar 
moſt out of ſuch books , but ſome diſtinQions +5 
mock God withall, and delude and deceive their 
owne ſoules ? For they being not grounded , when 
they firſt began to reade thoſe authors , are toſſed 
abour with*a perpetuall unconſtancy in opinion, not 
knowing what to ſtand to, or which way to incline 
their courſe, being indeed then fit and ready to cm- 
brace any way in Church or State that will bring ad- 
vancement,which is the top of their deſires. And al! 
this the Ieſuits and Papiſts know, and like very well, 
for it makes for the advancement of the Catholike 
cauſe,and in time will turther the univerſall Monar- 
chy a great deale z and of ſuch blades, they make 
greatuſe , and they want no preferment , and this 
their companions fee , which fleſhes them. in the 
ſame courſes, But if wee looke into the originall 
cauſe of all this miſery both in Church and State, 
we ſhall find it was the want of inſtruction 1a their 
tender yeares , which they had not: for from their 
parents they could nor have it : for they both lirc 
and dic in blindnes and palpable ignorance of God 
and ſaying knowledge ; of which the Service booke 
is the cheifeſt , if not the ſole cauſe: for by it both 
fathers and children are kept from the knowledge 
of the Scriptures , the parents in the country - and 
their children in their Colleges, fo that in the Coun- 
try.they know no farther then a little of their ſervice 
by» heart , which they thinke Divinity and Religion 
enough. And in their Colleges they have nothing 
morning and evening bur their ſervice, and ſcarce a 
ſermon in the whole Yaiverſitys and if there be 
one it trends onely to yantation, and to ſhew the 
ſtrength of lines , which indeed breatheth nothing, 
but vanity. So that through the wickednes of the 
Governors of the Yniverſity, and baſenes and forma- 
liſme of their Profeſſors , and principally and more 
eſpecially by meanes of their idoll ſervice, the Scho- 
lars for the moſt part are miſerably corrupted both 
in do&rine and maners , and very few attaine to the 
learning that boyes of fixteene yeares old in other 
Countries arg, not maſters of: and this all know 
that have been Travellers. And were there not a 
poore ſprinkling of Puritans among them , to re- 
deeme the honour of our ,Vniverſitics , they wowd 
be thought rather cages of uncleane birds then the 
Colleges of the Prophets, which 1 ſpeake to the ho- 
nour and encouragement of all ſuch as feare God in 
thoſe places: and the eternall diſgrace of that pro- 
phane rabble that ſcorne ar purity and ſanRity , and 
all good literature ; an unlearned crew they a1C, 
& all the people whither they are ſeat to be teachers 
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and intruded , periſh for want ofknowledg. And of and yet never take quotations at the ſecond hand, ag 
the truth of that 1 now ſay,you are nor ignorant : So many grolls in this age doe , nor goe to indices for 


that by this time, you ſee I had ſome reaſon, why 1 them.which is the common cuſtome of thoſe Preiſts - 


id, that in the place of honeſt faithfull and labo-" that moſt vant of antiquity. Some thing 1 have in 
rious Miniſters t ey have put in Preiſts ſecundum or- my writings done, and confirmed our of the Fa- 
dinem Diabols, wicked leud and ignorant fellows ; thers , to ratify curioſity, and whoſoever ſhall cxa- 
and why alſo 1 called it deviſed fervice: for ſoit is, mine thoſe quotations ſhall ſee, 1 had them in the 


and indeed the onely cauſc of all the abominations fountains of the Fathers themſelves , and not at the. 
- of the Kingdome. 


{econd hand. Neither have 1 wronged any of them. 
making them'ſpeaks *therwiſe then for the purpoſe 
And now 1 am come to the deficiency of which in hand, and to the fubject which they punttually 
you accuſe my Letany, you ſay, 1 want the anthority did. IR 
of the Fathers in it, which I wonder ſo learned a man _ But now to ſpeake alitle more diſtintly of them 
as you are ſhould rake tor a deficiency. It ſeemes ſeeing, you have put mee upon that theame. As for 
you are of the Prelats mind, who ſaid the ſame of that title , I muſt conteſſe , I ſee not well, how the 
my FHlacelum Pontificu,and that they looked for ſome can be called and (tyled with that name,when Chril 
great matter in it,and they found nothing but Scrip- himſelſe hath expreſly commanded us to call no 
ture. Vpon which occation,you ſhall give mee leave, man Father or Rabbi , but onely ro follow his tea- 
to ſpeake a little of the Fathers, ſo tearmed now, ching and dodtrine, who was rhe onely Father, Doc- 
though the time was they neither were Fathers, nor tor and Maſter of his Church, and of whom God the 
ſo eftcemed - neither can you be ſo ignorant, if you Father ſaid , Th» s my beloved Son heare him. It hath 
have rcad any thing in the Fathers , that they them- been allwayes the practice and policy of Popelins,to 
ſelyes deſire to be read with caution , and injoine bring men from the Scriptures which teach the 
their Readers, whatſoever they find in them not truth , to amuſe them in the Fathers and humane 
agreable to the word of God to reject it. Nay in writers : when notwithfianding we know , that the 
cir alterations and diſputes one with an other, Scriptnre was by Gods owne ſpeciall appointment 
they expreſly declare their minds,ſaying,not what 1, and ſingular love to mankind , left unto the Church 
or what thou ſpeakeſt, or an other fave , muſt wee Yor our direction, fo that, if we ſhould leave that and 
liftea to,but what the Lord ſayes and ſpeakes in Mo- follow the Fathers , it were not onely great ungrati- 
ſes and the Prophets,and what Chriſt and his Apoſt- tude , to allmighty God , but might juſtly provoke 
les ſaith, him to diſpleaſure with us, and to give us over unto 
Sv that if the learnedſt of all the Fathers them- errors,which are as eaſy to be foynd in the Fathers, 
felves , have continually made the word of God the as ignorance is to be had amongſt the ſervice book 
onely rule of all their writings, why fhonld any now, moungers. 
leave their example in that , eſpecially when God 
himſelf ſeudeth us to Moſes , the Prophets» Chriſt, And it is very well knowne , that they were ever 
and his Apoſtles? And that which is yet more, the at variance among themſelves , and that about deep 
very Popiih Canons , and Baronius and Bellarmine points » as their writiugs teſtify , and they give very 
himſelf and the profoundeft Maſters in Antichriſts often , but little ſatisfaftion to the Reader , ſo that 
Schoole,all of them with a conjoint conſent affirme, many times they leave him in a greater doubt, then 
that whatſoever is brought out of Fathe?* other that they brought him into, Beſides all that 1 have 
Authors 1n matters of Divinity , if it be not agreea- ſaid, for the men themſelves, even the very belt of 
ble to the word of God, it is not to be received and them , if you compare them with our moderne di- 
that 1 ſpeake the truth in this, no Papift much lefle a vines, they were very poore of underſtanding inthe 
learned man can deny. $0 that if 1 have confirmed myiterres ot godlinefle, And for their Commen- 
what 1 had.cither to ſay,or to write,by the word of taries and expoſttions of Scripture , they are but 
God , what nec then is there of the Fathers antho- meager & leane ; ſo that a 1nan of any ordinary lear- 
rity in thoſe buſineſſes , where the teſtimony of God ning from one Orthodox 1uterpreter of our time, 
bs ſufficient ? ud where the conſent of the Fa- may gather more anderſtanding of the Scripture & 
thers at moſt , is but the Eccho of Scripture? For if meaning of it , then from twenty of them. And tur 
they diſſent , theit voice is not to be heard. And their homilies » they are ſuch confuſed and unpro- 
therefore had 1 all the Fathers memorrter , 1 would be fitable diſcourſes,as an ingenuous mah knoweth not 
very ſparing in Gods matrers, in uſing their teftimo- what to make of them ; f that , if one reade them 
ay, neither is there any reafon for it. Some yeares 1 diftin&ly,and obſeryetheir method in preaching,he 
e, 1 ſpent iareading the Fathers , for which would thinke after they had named their text,theic 
miſpending of my time ,1 have an age to repent of, whole ſtudy had beento run from it : for you ſhall 
if 1 ould live :1a0d if I tooke pleaſure in fach kind neither heare hide or hare more 6f It ; neither find 
Of learning , 1 could be as voluminous as apy man, any ſyllable oft coherence , ox of the meaning of _ 
Wores, 
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words» or unfolding of the text , or of doftrines: 
onely you ſhall meet with a floud of words,runaing 
without reaſon or like chickeas withour their heads 
- no- profit to ſpeak of » like water ſpilt upon the 
| bes. / 
There is not the pooreſt Miniſters , that is called 
a Puritan, but upon a ygeks deliberation, will make 
a Sermon , that ſhall :ave more true learning and 
matter of edification in it , thea all the Fithers Ho- 
milies together : yea a man all ont of that alone 
Had, more diretions and gett beater knowledge, 
both concerning God and himſelf, and for the right 
44% | of ſerving him and living righteoully., houly 
and temp=i-tly,in this preſent world, then out of all 
the RKomilics of the Fathers. 1 know what 1 tay, 
And if you looke well upoa the maner gnd method 
of his preachiug, you ſhall find a fine decoruny: tor 
after he hath named his. text, he will fuſt ſhery the 
coherence of it , with the precedent and conſequent 
words and that excellently ;z1he will then untold the 
-meaning , and rug ſenſe of the words, and explaine 
the metaphoricall, 2nd allegoricall cxprefſions 1o 
clearly , that the truthes- that| were muttied up 1n 
them , will appeare naked to the view of the behol- 
der. And after that he will devide 1t,and then 10 the 
ranging of his text , he will ſpring you many times 
foure or five dainty obſeryations and proryimata & 
confiroe the; fame by Scripture very ſweetly , al 
"whichmake wonderfully tor edification and the in- 
formation, of .mens judgments - and for the groun- 
ding thendIn know! dge. And then for application 
he will doe it very profitably, ſo that for either com- 
fort, encouragement, reproofe or convietion, there 
ſhall be nothing wanting for the inſtrution of the 
congregation. 
Yea I fay a Chriſtian maylearne-more oft of one 


Tuch ,a Sermon then our of all the preachments of 


the Fathers. And truely it wee ſhould leave the 
Scriptures » then our mcderne men ought rather to 
he read , for 1 dare ſay. {mt one Calvin, or one ler- 
kins alone , with the holy Scriptures to a Scholar 
that hath any knowledge in the originall languages 
and liberall arts and ſciences , will make him more 
nſefaull to the Church of God then he hath read all 
the Fathers and. had them by heart, And tor Calvin 
his very adverſaries acknowledge,that he had not his 
learning from rhe, Father ,. or was much read 1n 
ew 3 but they ſay,ltic was onely beholding to God 
for it,and this the judiciouſeſt of them ſpeake. Aud 
if Calvin were taught ot God , as they confeſle, and 
was indeed, for he was taught out-ot his word,how 
” udeat!y viiethen, are thoſc now, that 1n Courts 
©. FJicature,  ppipus and pamphlets abuſe that xe- 
nowned and dipine heros } in defence, of whom 


i pus fry of idle and beardics boyes that knew 
dr well their Catechiſive , a lcaraed Frateflor once 
la Ogfard iv a Sermon fayd , That reverend Calvin 
would walkc as a noble Lyon, when ſuch fellows as 
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they were ſhould be but /as a company ofhanlins 
Curres ; and this Profeſſor ſpake jike a tru-!y ho: 
noucer of learning and diviaity , fo to grace thar 
molt exceliear ſervant of the Lord, and not like the 
Proictiors of our time, that can abuſe Calvin them. 
{clves, and ſee him trampled upon by ever; bl ck- 
mouthed boy, and can commend Bellarmine to tho 
heavens aud leſuits, for the corrupting of the \ ons 
Scholars. Such Profeſlors if they had their 4: 
would be ſpeed out of the Vniverſitics , and th: 1: 
out ot al] Orders. For they take npon them, ſuch 4 
profetiion, and inſtead of inſtructing youth in doc- 
rria and maners corrupt them , ought ſeverely to be 
puniihed ; tor they ſhould bring up Scholars in 1 
loye and-veneration of the Scriptures, and (ſuch 
thors as were the beſt interpreters of them. 
Now 1c 1s well knowne that the Fathers were nor, 
for there is very little harmony & agreement among 
them, as Bellarmine himſelf will ſhew you, it vo 
reade his polemicall and controverſall books,wlicre 
you ſhall ice, there was great variety even amonoit 
them - about the meanivg of Scripture , and there- 
tore he picks and chuſeth out of them , that which 
is moſt tor his purpoſe. Againe the point they were 
moſt ound in, was in the Doctrin of the Trinity n 
and if you reade but one Zanche de tribus E »/:mm, 
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/you ſhall find more learning. about that myitcry, 


then in allthe Fathers together, & that without dan- 
ger of being any way hurt whereas, if you reade the 
Fathers about it, by rubbling and grubbing in thoſe 
old errors and herelies , you may perhaps get ſome 
infeaion , but-this is moſt ſure you ſhall unproti- 
tably ſpend your time : therefore for mea to be- 
take themſelves to the ſtudy of the Fathers , 15 t0 
leave the fountaines of living water , and to dig 
themſelves ciſternes that hold no water. 

And as thofe that reade the Fathers , ar com- 
monly moſt ignorant in the Seriptures : $0 thotc 
that blunder ia the leſuits and Monkiſh Commen- 
taries, thofe Mountibanks and quacks in Divinity, 
they ;@waegreat danger of being poyſoncd with 
daninavic herifies ; for all their endeavour is 10 
ps:vert the holy Scripture, for their owne ends : $0 
that it 1 with —_ could preyaile,l would never 
wiſh azy orthodox man to diſhonor* his ſtudy 10 
much, and God in that, as to give theſe curſed he- 
reticks and enimies of God a place in it , or tov1id 
thoſe falſe teachers God ſpeed : for wee cannot 
countenance the enimies ot God without great cit- 
honour to God, and offence and ſcandall to the bre- 
thren, And if any would needs have ſome of t101e 
icfuirs,it ſhould be onely for the confuting ot them» 
and then 1 would have them placed in the privey or 
houſe of office; which-yet is tov good a place, and 
every dey that part that was contuted , and of t!:c 
which he had no more need, that 1 would have 3:n 
teare off, and dedicate to. Polypi.ecmus accordins t9 
his neccllitics. As for their interpretations ot Sciip- 
) [1}:0 
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» they are ſo many perverſions of that holy And if the deſpiſing of Moſes Law was fo ſeverely 
»& cc that reads one reads them all, (a cor- puniſhed , how much more the defpiſing of Chritts 
generation there is of them ) and in their Ex- Law and the vilifying of that? Eſpecially when it 
ons and Commentaries they are like a Com- is expreſly -ſayd in the z. of the Atts 21.22. verſes. 
of wild geeſe, which way the firſt Ayes all the For Moſes truely ſaid unto the Fathers : A Prophet that 
follow , and like the Scholars of Thomas and the Lord yow God raiſe up unto you of your brethren , like 
s which Way their Maſters take they run after wits mee , him hall yee heare in all things whatever he 
through thick and thin , be it right or wrong. hall ſay unto you, and it thall come to paſſe, that every ſoute 
And ſo it 1s with thoſe, that leave the Scriptures K that will not heare that Prophet , thall be deſtroyed amongtl 
odox Expoſitors, and not following the gui- 7e people. A fearefull commination! and in the 4. 
e of the holy Spirit , they fall into many noy- of lohn, it is ſaid, VVben the Meſſiah i come, which s 

e and dangerous errors , and becauſe they received called Chritt,he will tell you all things. And inthe laſt of 


"wot. tbe love of the truth that they might be ſaved , for ths Matthew Chriſt ſaith, Obſerve the things which I com- 


cauſe God hall ſend them ſtrong deluſions that they rbould mand you, and ſo 1 am with you unto the end of the wor (4. 
beleeve 4 le. 2.Theſl.to, And this is the juſt reward Paul likewiſe to the Galathians 1. ver. 8-9. ſaith. / 
that men have, when they will leave the Scriptures an . Angell from heaven thall preach another Goſpet, let im 
and bleſſed word of God. But 1 ſay.it hath ever been be accurſed. And inthe 3. of the ſame Epiſtle and the 
craft of Satan that vld Seducer and all his ad- 15: verſe. 'Brethr-n ſaith he , 1 ſpeage after the maner of 
ors to bring men from the Scriptures , and to men, though it be but a mans teffament , yet if it be confir - 
them up ſometime with Fathers , ſometime med , m man diſanulleth or addeth ther-19. Now if the 
with Schoolemen , ſometimes with deviſed formes Teſtament of Chriſt , be not of force , but as other 
ores and Service , and totye them foto ſuch mens wills , by the death of the Teſtator , and the 
ployments,as though there were no other way to Teſtator once dead,and riſen againe dyeth no more, 
ſe God ; when in the meane time they ſhould then can not his will be altered. But ſo it is. Hebr. 9. 
reading and hearing of the word of God, which ver.16.17. and in the 12. of the Hebr. ver.26.27.28. 
is onely able to fave their ſoules. And indeed if it is called a K ingdome that cannot be thaken any more, 
wee would follow the diretion of that, wee ſhould 4 Kingdome which cannot be moved. According to that 
quickly come to find the way of pleaſing God aright, in the, 2. of the Cor. 3. ver.11. For if that which was 
and learne our loyalty and obedience to authority done away , was glorious > much more that which re- 
and our duty towards one another, which the Ser- mines, u glorious, &e. And this Kingdome of Chriſt 
vice booke will never bring us to , neither Fathers did all the Prophets foretell , as wee may ſee in the 
r Schoolmen teach us, which are to ſpeake as 3. of the Aﬀts ver. 24. Tea all the Prophets from Sa- 
| y deſerve all Maſters of ignorance. muel,&c. And in Daniel the 7. ver.14. it is id of 
And if we have a true deſire to know the way Chriſts Kingdome, that #t call not b> deftrayed : and 
that is pleaſing unto Gods and how to invocate him in the 9. of Daniel the 24. ver. it is ſaid , ro bring m 
aright.and ro come to that Godly diſcipline , which cverlaſting righteouſnes. And in the 1. of Luke ver.33. 
was in the primitive Church , which is ſo much 1it is ſa1d,Of the K 1ngdome of Chriſt, there thall be nn end. 
wiſhed by the Prelats, then let us follow Chrift our Now we know that every King hath his ſubjefts, 
Maſters adviſe, aud ſearch the Scriptures for wn them wee and his Lawes that he —— by , and if Chriſt 
hope 70 have eternall life. And let us ſee in them what alſo,ſhould not have his Subje&s & Lawes by which 


olike Churches had amongſt them ; and according be talſe, but Chrilt4nferior to all the Kings that ever 
unto the ſame,and rule of the word-let us conforme were : which were intolerable blaſphemy to thinke, 
our ſelues.& then wee may promiſe nato our ſelves when there was never any King had a more abſolute 
a bleſſing, otherwiſe wee may expe& nothing but Kingdome,and Lawes morefully ſer downe with in- 
ſevere puniſhment : for he that knoweth hy Maſters numerable Preſidents for the uniformity of his Go- 
Will and doth it not, hall be beaten with many ſtripes, vernment.,then he hath, And as God was with Mo- 
Þ ſaith our Saviour, ſes forty dayes upon the mount , in revealing unto 
" And firſt let us heare what the Lord in his word him his will, which he faithfully ſet downe : $0 
h unto us in Saint Luke the 9. ver.39, God ſaith Chriſt alſo after he had preached unto his Apv»ſlles 
re. This #« my beloved Son, heare him, And in the many yeares, as if that had not been ſufficient ; after 
r: the 1. chap.1. and 2. verſes» it is ſaid, God his reſurreftion 1 ſay , he abode with them forty 
at ſundry tymes, and in diverſe maners | ſpake in me dayes more » wntill the day i= which hee was taken up, 
unto the Fathers by the Prophets,hath in theſe laſt dayes after that he through the Holy Ghott had given commande- 
en wito 5 by hy Son, &c. Andin the third chapter ments unto the Apoitles, whom he had choſen,and ſpeaking 
the ſame Epiſtle, Chriſt and Moſes being com- 7s them of the things pertaming unto the K jngdoms of God. 
d together , it is ſaid of Moſes, that he was faith- ARs 1. ver 2.3. and after all this, he ſent them his 


Iull in all the heuſe of God a4 4 ſervant, but Chriit a4 a Son, Holy Spitit , which he promiſed ſhould lead thens 


1 | D ute 


Diſcipline and Government the Primitive and Apo- he ſhould rule, then, not onely the Scripture ſhould | 
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intoall truth. Now the Kingdome ſpake of here, is and of-ſpring that they wiſh not well unto Chrif, 
the Church of the New Teſtament , as all learned nor his Kingdome and Government , when they 
men well know, And if Chriſt was ſo carefull ro thinke his Government no Government, and tht 
inſtru his Apoſtles concerning this Kingdome, whereſoever that were brought in, no Monarchy 
and gave them Lawes about it. Let it never enter could ſtand, 1 averre that all theſe aſſertions are bla(- 
- into the, mind of any Chriſtian , to thinke , that ſo phemous and ſo defperatly impious, as they are ab: 

many Apoſtles ſhould not alltogether doe as much "to provoke the heavens to diſpleaſure »& to bringa 
as Moſes alone. That were to accuſe them of oor ang deſtrution upon a Nation for ſuch rebel- 
negligence,which is an unſuffec able injury to them, lion agaiaſt God himſelf. And mee thinks now it 
ſo ro thinke,when Paul alone faith in the 20. of the is high rime,to come in,and nor Rill to ſtand out an 
the As : That he had revealed the whole counſel of God revel'ion avainſt Chriſt , leſt he at laſt in his hot diC. 
unto them. And in the laſt of the Revelations , the pleaſure root us out from the face of the earth. Let 
Lord threatneth, that whoſoever rball add ro hu word, us therfore be hnmble petitioners ,unto his Majeſtic, 
that he will add plagues for it , and root him out of the book that he would nuw begin, bring in and ſettle Gods 
of life. Which ſuficient'y ſheweth the pertegion ot owne diſcipline & government in his Kingdomes, 
the booke of God , and that he hath tully in it re- whoſe Vicegerent he is,and who hath conferred ſuch 
vealed his will. And in the 4. to the Epheſians 11. innumerav.e fayours andbleſlings upon him,aboye 
12.13. 14, ver. the Apoſtle giving the reaſon ofall all Princes and Kings in the world ; and by this' 
the functions of the Miniſtry ſaich » Tyar wee hence- meanes he may for ever promiſe rohimſelf and his 
forth be n» more (nildren, toſſed to 414 fre, and caried about xoyall progeny,to his crowne and dignity perpetuity 
With every wind of dottrin:,&c. and duration, and to himſelf here immortal! ho- 

What could'be ſaid , 1 pray more punQually for nour and life eterna!l hereafter. And 1 could alſe 
the perfeftion of the Scripture and word of God, earneſtly defare, that all that have the name of Chri- 
that a full diftRion was leit in them, and ſufficient ftians now at leaſt would heare that great Propher 
to condudt all men inthe right way ; which doth leſus Chriſt ia whatſoever he faith ro us; and let 
yet more evidently appeare in that of Paul to Ti- us liſten to him onely in his word, and acquaint our 
mothy in his firit Epiſtle and the 5. chap. and 21. ſfelyes with it , let us reade it diligently , praiſe it 
verif. where he faith. 1 charge rice before God and the carefully, dire our lives and ations, ſervice, diſci- 
Lord Iſs Chris? , and the cleft Angels, that thow obſerve qua > and all by it. And not liſten unto 
tneſe things Without preferring one before another , doing Antichriit who oppoſeth Chriſt in all things. Chriſt 
no/lung by partiality » &e- )\And in the 6. chapter, ſends us to his word and tyes us wholy and onely to 
the I 3, VErie he ſaith. I gu? roce charge in the reht of that and the preaching of the fame, for direqion in 
God who quick 4 all things , and before Chritt Ieſus, pho our Chriſtian courſe, and the goyernment of his 
before Pontras Pilate win [ſed a good confeſſion, that this Church. Antichriſt and his ſeryants, ſend us to a 
keepe this commandemont without ſpot wnvameabie , with ſeryice deviſed by them,tending onely to keepe men 
fe appearing of our Lord Ieſus Chrift. Here we lee a rule in ignorance , and from all ſaving knowledge - and 
laid downe by Paul for all Miniiters and Churches to thruſt out Chriſts government , which Paul and 
to be governed and guiged by,untill the comming the. Apoſtles have ſet downe both in reſpect of the 
of the Lord lcſus Chriſt : and therefore it is blaſ- Miniiters and all their Offices, and the diſcipline 
phemy to ſay, that the word of God layd downe nv that all Churches ſhould obſerve , and the maner 
rule,of government ,and to thinke that Chriſt was they ſhould continually uſe in the elefing and con- 
- naſaithiullec in the houſe of God then Moſes , and ftituting of all their Officers, and how they ſhould 
20 preferre Antichriſts government before Chriſts ; be qualified and in what employed in their patti- 
_ Fovichtids ſecyice before Chrilts ſervice, and cular funions , and hath puatually ſet downe alfv 
Antichriſt diſcipline before Chriſts diſcipline ; and and declared, that that rule of governing and orde- 
Antfichriſts ornaments and pompe before the im- ring Churches was to be obſeryed untill the com- 
- plicity of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 1 (ay , it 1s deſpe- ming of the Lord Iefus Chriftsin all Churches, and 
rate and damnable impiety ſoo thinke,much more the Scripture further hath ſet dowhe Preſidents of 
t9 put in execution; | For we ate bound to-heare, puniſhment 1n ſome that negleRed it , which was 
Chriſt ,aqd not Antichriſt : and wee are tyed by 2 tor our example and learning, and yet we care fot 
great commination . to liſten unto that onely/ that nothing , that either Chriſt or his Apoſtles com- 
Chriſt chat gegat Prophet taught, Act.z. An truely mands : but thinke Herter of Antichriſts govern- 
no. King would ſuffer it at ſabje&s hand , that they ment then of Chriſts, and of his ſervants , then of 
ſhould deſpiſe his owne Lawgs & his Goverament, that Chriſt himſelf and his Apoſtles appointed.and 
aad bring-in the Lawes and Government of his trample. all his Lawes under our feet , and ere 
greateſt adverſary : it would prefage no great loyal- Lawes,Government, Diſcipline and Service,all con- 
ty in his ſabjedts, and leſie ſecurity unto his King- trary unto Chriiſts ; all which I ſhall be ready when 
> *e%y The Jamie may be laid of Antichrilts rable, authoriry ſhall command tv make moſt manife, 
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Here ends the third part of my LET ANT, the other 


froe are to follow. 
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4 I to ſert downe a forme both of government and PREISTS and PRELATS are onely the hinde- 
(Biſcipline,and that a godly one which is much to be ng f 
wiſhed , and the ſame that Chriſt and his Apoſtles fFom Tlague , Teftilence and Famin, from BISHOPS, 
4 TP REISTS and DEACGNS, Good Lord deliver w: 1 
"eſtabliſhed without any trouble to the Kingdome, take my leave , remaining ever your moſt aſſured 
xo the eternall honour of God and the King, and for Freind, 
"the perpetuating of his throne and dignity. for ever, 
| for the overthrow of Father Antichrift and hu 
» Armuniani[me , Scinſme and 
orious reformation » the 


rance, and therefore continuing ſtill my LETANY 


IOHN BASTWICK 
In Limbs Tatruw. 


